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A Disrupted World and the Future of the Liberal Order

From 12 to 24 August 2018, the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, 
in cooperation with the Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, holds its eighteenth 
annual Bucerius Summer School on Global Governance (BSS). The 
original idea to create such an institution harked back to Henry  
Kissinger’s famous International Summer Seminar at Harvard Univer-
sity. In the 1960s, Kissinger brought together emerging leaders from 
all over the world for a summer course of debates and lectures. Many 
of the seminar’s alumni went on to become ministers, renowned  
academics, prominent journalists – leaders in their respective fields. 

Out of this year’s 200 Bucerius Summer School candidates – nomi-
nated by government heads, ministers, company CEO’s, university 
presidents, media leaders and directors of international organiza-
tions – we have invited 61 promising business representatives, poli-
ticians and academics from 33 different countries – young women 
and men between 28 and 36 years of age who have already acquired 
considerable professional experience. 

The overall aim of the Bucerius Summer School is to foster leadership 
qualities in young professionals by involving them in an international 
dialogue on current political, economic, social and juridical ques-
tions. Participants are inspired by – and learn from – distinguished 
speakers, well-known public figures in politics, business, academia 
and the NGO sphere. 

Georg Mascolo, Journalist, and Eberhard Sandschneider, Professor for 
Chinese Politics and International Relations at the Freie Universität 
Berlin chair the sessions of the Bucerius Summer School. The lectures 
and workshops will be held at the Hotel Le Méridien on the banks of 
the Alster, the Town Hall and at the Kampnagel Theater in Hamburg, 
at the Federal Ministry of Finance, the Federal Foreign Office, the 
Aedes Network Campus in Berlin, and at the Heinz Nixdorf Museums-
Forum in Paderborn. Georg Mascolo, Eberhard Sandschneider and 
Program Director Sascha Suhrke with his team are responsible for the 
two-week program.

The Summer School’s topics will touch upon urgent challenges of our 
time. Debates this year will focus on various geographical regions. 
Participants will discuss the future of multilateralism, the current situ-
ation in the Middle East, emerging powers and global governance, 

terrorism and extremism, globalization, German foreign policy,  
populism, cyber security, economic and political developments in 
Europe, and worldwide. In lectures and discussions, working groups 
and debates, this year’s Bucerius Summer School will examine these 
developments and discuss their impact on governance and leader-
ship in the coming years. 

The Bucerius Summer School has always been more than just a high-
profile conference. It is about building networks and enhancing cross-
cultural cooperation of representatives from all walks of public life. To 
follow up on the annual meetings, we run an active alumni network. 
With the support of the alumni, the ZEIT-Stiftung and the Observer 
Research Foundation organize regional follow-up seminars. These 
Governance Talks have taken place in various places in the world, and 
recently in Cape Town, Warsaw, San Francisco, London and New York. 

Since 1971, the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, one of  
Germany’s largest private foundations, has been involved in the 
funding of projects in various fields of research, art and culture, as 
well as education and training. The ZEIT-Stiftung was established 
by Gerd Bucerius, the founder and publisher of Germany’s leading  
quality weekly, DIE ZEIT. Apart from the Bucerius Law School, the 
Bucerius Kunst Forum in Hamburg, and other projects, the founda-
tion runs a variety of international programs, of which the Bucerius 
Summer School is the most ambitious.

The Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung was established by the IT entrepreneur 
Heinz Nixdorf. The foundation promotes education, scientific research 
especially in the field of information technology, and projects devoted 
to the advancement of liberal democracy and public health. Its Heinz 
Nixdorf MuseumsForum in Paderborn is the world’s largest computer 
museum.

The ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius and the Heinz Nixdorf 
Stiftung welcome all speakers and participants. We wish them fruitful 
discussions, new insights and valuable networking.

The Bucerius summer school on global governance
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Sunday, August 12 (Hamburg)

Arrival in Hamburg

10.00 – 15.00	 Arrival and Check-in at Hotel Le Méridien
15.00 – 17.30	 Optional: Guided Tour through Hamburg
18.45 – 19.00	 Meeting in Hotel Lobby and Walk to Café Prüsse
19.00	 Barbeque at Café Prüsse

Hotel	 Le Méridien
	 An der Alster 52-56
	 20099 Hamburg
	 Tel.: +49 40 21000
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Monday, August 13 (Hamburg) 

Future Risks of the Global Economy

15.30 – 17.00 	 Panel Discussion
	 10 Years after the Global Financial Crisis – Future Risks of 
	 the Global Economy
	 Karim Foda, Associate Fellow, Global Economy and 
	 Development, The Brookings Institution, 
	 Washington, D.C.
	 Paul Hiebert, Head of Systemic Risk and Financial 
	 Institutions Division, European Central Bank, 
	 Frankfurt am Main
	 Steffen Kern, Chief Economist and Head of Risk 
	 Analysis, European Securities and Markets Authority, 
	 Paris
	 Thomas Mirow, Non-Executive Director and Senior 
	 Adviser, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of 
	 HSH Nordbank AG, Hamburg
	 Julia von Maltzan Pacheco, Associate Dean for 
	 Global Affairs, Fundação Getulio Vargas; Professor, 
	 São Paulo School of Business Administration,  
	 São Paulo
17.30 – 18.00	 Walk to Pier
18.00 – 19.30	 Dragon Boat Race to Boat House Silwar
19.30 – 22.00	 Barbeque at Boat House Silwar
22.00 – 22.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

The Illiberal Disruption

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room Palais

09.00 – 09.15	 Welcome
	 Michael Göring, CEO and Chairman of the Executive 
	 Board, ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, 
	 Hamburg
	 Nikolaus Risch, Member of the Board of Directors, 
	 Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, Munich
09.15 – 09.30	 Introductions
	 Georg Mascolo, Journalist, Hamburg
	 Eberhard Sandschneider, Professor for Chinese 
	 Politics and International Relations, Otto-Suhr-Institut, 
	 Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin 
09.30 – 09.45	 Summer School’s Intention and Program
	 Sascha Suhrke, Program Director, ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin 
	 und Gerd Bucerius, Hamburg	  
09.45 – 10.30	 Introduction Round of Participants
10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee Break
11.00 – 12.30	 Keynote and Discussion
	 The Illiberal Disruption: Hard Choices for Europe
	 Robin Niblett, Director, Chatham House (The Royal 
	 Institute of International Affairs), London
12.30 – 13.30	 Lunch
13.30 – 15.00 	 Keynote and Discussion
	 The Illiberal Disruption: Temporary Detour or Historical 
	 Turning Point?
	 Charles A. Kupchan, Professor of International Affairs, 
	 Georgetown University, Senior Fellow, Council on 
	 Foreign Relations, Washington, D.C.
15.00 – 15.30 	 Coffee Break

Monday, August 13 (Hamburg) 
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Tuesday, August 14 (Hamburg) 

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room Palais

09.00 – 10.30	 Keynote and Discussion
	 Are Nuclear Arms Control and Non-Proliferation Dead?
	 Gary Samore, Executive Director for Research, 
	 Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, 
	 John F. Kennedy School of Government, 
	 Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee Break

Debating Current Issues in the Near and Middle East

11.00 – 12.30	 Panel Discussion
	 Debating Current Issues in the Near and Middle East
	 Cornelius Adebahr, Political Analyst and Entrepreneur, 
	 Berlin
	 Netta Ahituv, Senior Correspondent, Haaretz, Tel Aviv
	 Muriel Asseburg, Senior Fellow, Middle East and Africa, 
	 German Institute for International and Security Affairs, 
	 Berlin
	 Mohamed El Dahshan, Managing Director of OXCON 
	 Frontier Markets and Fragile States Consulting, Oxford
12.30 – 14.00	 Lunch

Breakout Sessions

14.00 – 15.30	 Breakout Sessions
	 I. Iran (Room: Außenalster I) 
	 Cornelius Adebahr, Political Analyst and Entrepreneur, 
	 Berlin
	 II. Fragile States and Post-Conflict Transitions 
	 (Room: Außenalster II)
	 Mohamed El Dahshan, Managing Director of OXCON 
	 Frontier Markets and Fragile States Consulting, Oxford
	 III. Israel and Palestine Conflict (Room: Winterhude)
	 Netta Ahituv, Senior Correspondent, Haaretz, Tel Aviv
15.30 – 16.00	 Coffee Break
16.00 – 16.30	 Wrap-up of the Breakout Sessions 
	 (Conference Room Palais)
16.30 – 18.00	 Speed Talks by BSS Participants – Session 1
 

Site Visit: Bucerius Kunst Forum and ZEIT-Stiftung

18.45 – 19.00	 Bus Transfer to Bucerius Kunst Forum
19.00 – 20.00	 Exhibition “Anton Corbijn. The Living and the Dead” 
	 at Bucerius Kunst Forum
20.00 – 20.15	 Bus Transfer to ZEIT-Stiftung Headquarters
20.15 – 22.30	 Garden Dinner
22.30 – 23.00	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

Tuesday, August 14 (Hamburg) 
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Emerging Powers and Global Governance

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room Palais

09.00 – 09.45	 Conversation
	 The Rise of China
	 Eberhard Sandschneider, Professor for Chinese 
	 Politics and International Relations, Otto-Suhr-Institut, 
	 Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin 
	 Theo Sommer, DIE ZEIT, Hamburg
09.45 – 11.15	 Panel Discussion
	 Emerging Powers and Global Governance: 
	 A China-Led World Order?
	 Husain Haqqani, Director for South and Central Asia, 
	 Hudson Institute, Washington, D.C.
	 Ann Lee, Expert on China’s Economic Relations, CEO, 
	 Coterie, New York
	 Samir Saran, President, Observer Research Foundation, 
	 Delhi
	 Frances Yaping Wang, Senior Editor, Carnegie 
	 Endowment for International Peace, Washington, D.C.
11.15 – 11.45	 Coffee Break

Unresolved Issues: Europe, Ukraine and Russia

11.45 – 13.15	 Panel Discussion
	 Unresolved Issues: Europe, Ukraine and Russia
	K atja Gloger, Editor, Stern, Hamburg
	 Hanna Shelest, Editor-in-Chief, Ukraine Analytica, Kyiv
	 Dmitri Trenin, Director, Carnegie Moscow Center, 
	 Moscow
13.15 – 14.15	 Lunch

Hamburg Beach Center

14.30 – 15.00	 Bus Transfer to Hamburg Beach Center
15.00 – 18.00	 Beach Volleyball
18.00 – 18.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel
19.45 – 20.00	 Walk to Restaurant Peter Pane
20.00 – 22.30	 Dinner at Restaurant Peter Pane

Thursday, August 16 (Hamburg-Berlin)

Extremism

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room Palais

09.00 – 10.30	 Panel Discussion
	 Extremism: Finding Approaches to a Multifaceted 
	 Security Challenge
	 Virginia Comolli, Senior Fellow for Conflict, Security 
	 and Development, International Institute for Strategic 
	 Studies, London
	 Husain Haqqani, Director for South and Central Asia, 
	 Hudson Institute, Washington, D.C.
	 Alastair King-Smith, Head of International Counter-
	 Extremism, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
	 London
	 Günther Sablattnig, Adviser to the EU Counter-
	 Terrorism Coordinator, General Secretariat of the 
	 Council of the European Union, Brussels	
10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee Break
 
Europe and its Dissenters

11.00 – 12.45	 Panel Discussion
	 Europe and its Dissenters
	 Kinga Brudzińska, Senior Research Fellow, Future of 
	 Europe Program, Globsec Policy Institute, Bratislava
	 Josef Janning, Head of Berlin Office, Senior Policy 
	 Fellow, European Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin
	 Jovan Ratkovic, International Secretary, Social 
	 Democratic Party, Belgrade
	 Jon Worth, Political Blogger and Freelance 
	 Communications Consultant, Berlin
12.45 – 14.00	 Lunch
14.00 – 15.00	 Speed Talks by BSS Participants – Session 2
15.00 – 15.30	 Coffee in the Lobby and Loading Luggage onto Bus
15.30 – 19.30	 Bus Ride to Berlin
20.00 – 20.15	 Meeting in the Hotel Lobby and Walk to Hansekeller
20.15	 Reception at Hansekeller
	 Hosted by Annette Tabbara, State Secretary, 
	 Plenipotentiary of the Free and Hanseatic City of 
	 Hamburg to the Federation, the European Union 
	 and for Foreign Affairs, Hamburg and Berlin
	

Wednesday, August 15 (Hamburg) 
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German Politics, Media, and Foreign Policy

Federal Ministry of Finance

08.30 – 09.00	 Bus Transfer to Federal Ministry of Finance
09.00 – 10.30	 Keynote and Discussion
	 The Everyday Odds and Ends of the Grand Coalition – 
	 An Insider Story
	 Wolfgang Schmidt, State Secretary, Federal Ministry of 
	 Finance, Berlin
10.30 – 11.00	 Bus Transfer to Federal Foreign Office

Federal Foreign Office

11.00 – 12.00	 Keynote and Discussion
	 Germany in the Security Council: Why Multilateralism is 
	 still the Best Answer
	 Andreas Michaelis, State Secretary, 
	 Federal Foreign Office, Berlin
12.00 – 13.00	 Lunch
13.00 – 14.30	 Panel Discussion
	 How to Respond to Hate Speech, Populism and 
	 Fake News
	 Maria Adebahr, Spokesperson, Federal Foreign Office, 
	 Berlin
	 Georg Mascolo, Journalist, Hamburg
	 Oana Popescu, Director, GlobalFocus Center, 
	 Bucharest
14.30 – 15.00	 Coffee Break
15.00 – 16.00	 Keynote and Discussion
	 A World on the Brink? Strategic Challenges for German 
	 and European Foreign Policy
	 Wolfgang Ischinger, Ambassador, Chairman of the 
	 Munich Security Conference, Munich
16.00 – 16.30	 Walk to Hotel
19.30 – 20.00	 Meeting in the Hotel Lobby and Walk to Pier
20.00 – 23.00	 Boat Tour and Dinner on the River Spree

Friday, August 17 (Berlin)

Hansekeller	 Vertretung der Freien und Hansestadt Hamburg 
		  beim Bund 
		  Jägerstraße 1-3
		  10117 Berlin

Hotel		  The Westin Grand
		  Friedrichstraße 158-164
		  10117 Berlin
		  Tel.: +49 30 20270

Thursday, August 16 (Hamburg-Berlin)
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Saturday, August 18 (Berlin)

10.45 – 11.15	 Coffee Break
11.15 – 13.30	 Working Groups
	 I. Social Control
	 This workshop will deal with control through types 
	 of “social credit” systems and the subsequent impact 
	 on social and spatial levels. 
	 Sci-fi example: “Black Mirror – Nosedive” 
	 Workshop Coach: Nadine Godehardt, Deputy Head 
	 of Research Division Asia, German Institute for 
	 International and Security Affairs, Berlin
	 Visualizer: Christian Ridders, Business as Visual, Berlin
	 II. Racism and Post-Colonialism
	 This workshop will focus on spatial and political 
	 discrimination and segregation.
	 Sci-fi example: “Black Panther”
	 Workshop Coach: Lukas Feireiss, Studio Lukas Feireiss, 
	 Berlin Visualizer: Floyd E. Schulze, WTHM | Büro für 
	 Gestaltung, Berlin
	 III. City and Periphery
	 This workshop will examine borders between the 
	 urban and rural with regard to aspects of supply, 
	 infrastructure, environmental sustainability, economy, 
	 culture, connectivity and digitalization. 
	 Sci-fi example: “Elysium” 
	 Workshop Coach: Miriam Mlecek, Program Manager 
	 ANCB, Berlin
	 Visualizers: Karsten Komp and Michael Arndt, 
	 MACINA digital film, Hannover
13.30 – 15.00	 Lunch and Tour of the Exhibition “Opening Lines: 
	 Sketchbooks of Ten Modern Architects” at the 
	 Tchoban Foundation Museum for Architectural 
	 Drawing
15.00 – 16.00	 Wrap-up
16.00 – 16.45	 Drinks and Get-Together
16.45 – 17.15	 Bus Transfer to Hotel
	
	 Free Evening

Workshop
Science. Fiction. International Politics: Visible and 
Invisible Borders

ANCB The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Network 
Campus Berlin

08.45 – 09.15	 Bus Transfer to ANCB
	 Science. Fiction. International Politics: Visible and Invisible 
	 Borders
	 The workshop will examine questions regarding visible 
	 and invisible borders on spatial, social, cultural, technical 
	 and economical levels through the fictional narratives 
	 and places of science fiction films. This approach 
	 ensures an open, neutral discussion and enables the 
	 participants to discuss very current topics in an 
	 “abstract” and “fictional” way without putting the focus 
	 on a specific government or country of origin. The 
	 participants are encouraged to contribute their own 
	 experience or concrete examples to the discussion.
	 Workshop in collaboration with ANCB and Nadine 
	 Godehardt, Deputy Head of Research Division Asia, 
	 German Institute for International and Security Affairs, 
	 Berlin
09.15 – 10.45	 Welcome
	 Sascha Suhrke, Program Director, ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin 
	 und Gerd Bucerius, Hamburg 
	 Hans-Jürgen Commerell, Director, ANCB 
	 The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Network Campus 
	 Berlin, Berlin
	 Input Talks and Plenary Discussion
	 Uri Aviv, General Director, Tel Aviv International Film 
	 Festival for Science Fiction and the Fantastic Genres, 
	 Tel Aviv
	 Nadine Godehardt, Deputy Head of Research Division 
	 Asia, German Institute for International and Security 
	 Affairs, Berlin
	 Martin Rein-Cano, Landscape Architect, 
	 Director TOPOTEK, Berlin
	 Introduction Workshop Premise and Task
	 Dunya Bouchi, Managing Director, ANCB 
	 The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Network Campus 
	 Berlin, Berlin
	 Miriam Mlecek, Program Manager, ANCB 
	 The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Network Campus 
	 Berlin, Berlin

Saturday, August 18 (Berlin)
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Monday, August 20 (Paderborn)

Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning and Cyber 
Security

Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum

08.30 – 09.00	 Bus Transfer to Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum
09.00 – 09.15	 Group Photo
09.15 – 09.30	 Welcome
	 Horst Nasko, Deputy Chairman of the Board,
	 Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, Munich
09.30 – 11.00	 Panel Discussion 
	 Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning and 
	 Cyber Security
	 Stefan Jansen, Founder and Lead Data Scientist, 
	 Applied AI, New York
	 Émilie Potvin, Director, Public Policy and Strategy, 
	 APAC, Uber, Singapore
	 Maggie Sprenger, Managing Director and Co-Founder, 
	 Venture Fund, Green Cow Venture Capital, San Francisco
11.00 – 11.15	 Coffee Break
11.15 – 12.15	 Speed Talks by BSS Participants – Session 3
12.15 – 13.30	 Guided Tour through the Computer Museum
13.30 – 14.30	 Lunch 
14.30 – 19.00	 Bus Transfer to Hamburg
	  	
	 Free Evening and Preparation Time for 
	 Debating Clubs

Berlin Landmarks

10.00 – 10.30	 Checkout and Loading Luggage onto Bus
10.30 – 11.00	 Subway Ride to Berlin Wall Memorial
11.00 – 12.30	 Tour and Exhibition of the Berlin Wall Memorial
12.30 – 14.15	 Free Exploration of Berlin
14.15	 Meeting at Berlin Main Station 
14.51 – 17.20	 Train Ride from Berlin to Bielefeld
17.30 – 18.30	 Bus Transfer from Bielefeld to Paderborn
19.30 – 22.00	 Dinner at Hotel
	 Welcome
	 Martin Nixdorf, Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
	 Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, Munich

Hotel	 Welcome Hotel
	 Fürstenweg 13 
	 33102 Paderborn
	 Tel.: +49 5251 28800

Sunday, August 19 (Berlin-Paderborn)
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Wednesday, August 22 (Hamburg)

21

Simulation Exercise: HexGame

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room Palais

09.00 – 13.00	 Simulation Exercise: HexGame
	 HexGame is a powerful simulation about country 
	 management in a situation of crisis and scarcity. It 
	 shows management challenges at different levels 
	 of government. Participants represent administration 
	 officials, regional and local leaders. The goal of each 
	 team is to provide their settlements, regions, and the 
	 countries with necessary resources, infrastructure, 
	 and services. The game is played in a series of rounds 
	 representing consecutive years. A balance between 
	 short and long-term goals is required, as well as a 
	 balance between the goals of local regions and the 
	 interests of the entire country. Players are faced with 
	 the challenges of negotiations, conflict resolution, 
	 strategy implementation, group leadership, and the 
	 allocation of resources.
	 Workshop with Pracownia Gier Szkoleniowych, 
	 Warsaw
13.00 – 14.00	 Lunch
14.00 – 14.30	 Debriefing Simulation Exercise

How to Foster Women Leadership

Trip into the Countryside

15.00 – 16.30	 Bus Ride into the Countryside
16.30 – 18.00	 Open Discussion
	 How to Foster Women Leadership
	 Inputs
	 Priyanka Chaturvedi, National Spokesperson, Indian 
	 National Congress, Delhi
	 Clarissa Rios Rojas, Founder and Director, Ekpa’palek
	 International Development, The Hague
	 Amanda Sellers, Director, NATO-Istanbul Cooperation 
	 Initiative Regional Centre, NATO International Staff, 
	 Kuwait City
	 Ulrich Wilhelm, Director, Bayerischer Rundfunk, 
	 Munich
18.00 – 21.30 	 Garden Party hosted by Georg Mascolo
21.30 – 22.30 	 Bus Ride to Hotel

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room Palais

09.00 – 10.30	 Preparation Time for Debating Clubs
10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee Break
11.00 – 12.30	 Book Discussion
	 Survivors Breaking the Silence on Child Sexual Abuse
	 Eirliani Abdul Rahman, Executive Director, YAKIN 
	 (Youth, Adult Survivors & Kin In Need), Program Director  
	 at the Kailash Satyarthi Children’s Foundation, 
	 Singapore
12.30 – 13.30	 Lunch

Site Visit: Kampnagel International Summer Festival

14.15 – 14.45	 Bus Transfer to Kampnagel
15.00 – 16.30	 Panel Discussion
	 Refugee Policies and Human Rights
	 Anna von Bayern, Journalist and Author, Munich
	 Zeina Jallad, Lawyer and J. S. D. Candidate, Columbia 
	 Law School, New York
	 Clément Kanamugire, Policy Analyst, United Kingdom 
	 Department of Health and Social Care, London
	 Astrid Ziebarth, Senior Migration Fellow, 
	 Europe Program, The German Marshall Fund of the 
	 United States, Berlin	
16.30	 Site Visit Kampnagel
	 Amelie Deuflhard, Artistic Director, Kampnagel, 
	 Hamburg
	 András Siebold, Artistic Director, International 
	 Summer Festival, Kampnagel, Hamburg
	 Snacks and Drinks

Public Event at Kampnagel

18.00 – 19.00	 Keynote
	 India and the World
	 Rahul Gandhi, President, Indian National Congress, 
	 Member of the Indian Parliament, Delhi
19.00 – 20.00	 Dinner
20.00 – 21.20	 Dance Theater
	 Wayne McGregor: Autobiography
	 Music by Jlin
Afterwards	 Time to explore the International Summer Festival
22.30	 First Bus to Hotel
23.30	 Last Bus to Hotel

Tuesday, August 21 (Hamburg)
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Thursday, August 23 (Hamburg)

Debating Clubs

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room Palais

09.00 – 10.30	 Preparation Time for Debating Clubs
10.30 – 12.00	 Introduction
	 Sascha Suhrke, Program Director, ZEIT-Stiftung 
	 Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, Hamburg
	 Debating Club I: Is the Era of the Liberal Order Over?
	 Debating Club II: Will the European Union Fall Apart?
	 Debating Club III: Do Social Media and Fake News 
	 Affect the Political Polarization?
12.00 – 12.30	 Coffee Break
12.30 – 13.30	 Concluding Keynote and Discussion
	 The Future of the Liberal Order – A View from the 
	 Foreign Office
	 Niels Annen, Minister of State, Federal Foreign Office, 
	 Berlin
13.30 – 14.30	 Lunch

The Liberal World Order under Threat

14.30 – 16.00	 Concluding Panel
	 The Liberal World Order under Threat? Populism, 
	 Trumpism and the Future of Multilateralism
	 Thomas Conzelmann, Professor of International 
	 Relations, Associate Dean for Research, Faculty of Arts 
	 and Social Sciences, Maastricht University, Maastricht
	 Aleksandra Dier, Political Advisor, United Nations, 
	 Secretariat, New York
	 Jana Puglierin, Head of Program, Alfred von 
	 Oppenheim Center for European Policy Studies, 
	 German Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin
	 Jan Techau, Director of the European Program and 
	 Senior Fellow, The German Marshall Fund of the 
	 United States, Berlin
	 Shashi Tharoor, Member of the Indian Parliament, 
	 Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
	 on External Affairs, Delhi
16.00 – 16.30	 Hand-out of Bucerius Summer School Certificates
	 Vote of Thanks

Farewell Dinner

17.30 – 18.00	 Bus Transfer
18.00 – 19.30	 Boat Tour on the River Elbe 
19.30 – 00.00	 Dinner and Dance at Restaurant Au Quai
00.00 – 00.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

Thursday, August 23 (Hamburg)
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Departure

08.00 – 12.00	 Breakfast and Individual Departures	

Friday, August 24 (Hamburg)
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Biographies of SpeakersBiographies of Speakers

Eirliani Abdul Rahman is Executive Director of 
YAKIN (Youth, Adult Survivors & Kin In Need) as 
well as Program Director at the Kailash Satyarthi 
Children’s Foundation. In 2015, the #FullStop to 
#childsexualabuse campaign that she led on 
behalf of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Kailash  
Satyarthi reached 16 million people over six 
weeks. She won the “BMW Foundation Respon-
sible Leaders Award” the same year. She edited 

Satyarthi’s book Will for Children, a collection of essays on child labor, 
published in 2016. Her book on true accounts by survivors of child 
sexual abuse Survivors: Breaking the Silence on Child Sexual Abuse was 
published by Marshall Cavendish Asia in 2017. She also contributed 
a case study to the medical textbook Essentials of Global Health to 
be published by Elsevier in 2018. She sits on Twitter’s Trust & Safety  
Council and on the Community Engagement Committee of the 
United World College. She writes for the Huffington Post on the 
issues of child abuse and child online safety. She has also written for 
the Singapore Medical Association’s newsletter on child sexual abuse. 
She was featured in the book Majulah! 50 Years of the Malay/Muslim 
Community in Singapore published in 2016. She was in the Singa-
pore Foreign Service from 2005 to 2015, serving in Berlin and in Delhi.  
From 2015 to 2017, she was a member of the Advisory Council of the  
Global Diplomacy Lab. She is also an alumna of the ZEIT-Stiftung’s 

“Asian Forum on Global Governance”. From 2004 to 2005, she worked 
closely with Harvard Business School’s Professor Michael Porter on 
the Kazakhstan Competitiveness Program. A graduate of the London 
School of Economics and Warwick University, she was a “British Council  
Pathfinder” scholar and was awarded the “University of Warwick  
Singapore Scholarship”. 

Cornelius Adebahr is a political analyst and 
entrepreneur based in Berlin, Germany, work-
ing on European foreign policy in its broadest 
sense. He is an associate fellow at the German 
Council on Foreign Relations, a non-resident fel-
low at Carnegie Europe in Brussels, and a fellow 
at the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin. In 
2015 and 2016, he was an assistant professor 
at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.,  
after having taught at the Willy Brandt School of Public Policy at Erfurt 
University from 2005 to 2011. He is a member of the European Com-
mission’s speaker network “Team Europe”, and was, in 2002 to 2003, a 
fellow of the Robert Bosch Foundation’s Post-Graduate Program in 
International Affairs. He is the author of Europe and Iran: The Nuclear 
Deal and Beyond (2017) and Inside Iran: Alte Nation und neue Macht 
(2018). He studied Political Science (International Relations), Philoso-
phy, Public Law, and International Economics in Tübingen, Paris, and  
at the Freie Universität Berlin, where he graduated in 2001 before  
receiving his Ph.D. (Dr. rer. pol.) in 2008.

Maria Adebahr studied law and modern his-
tory in Paris, Halle, Siena, Florence, Berlin and 
New York. In 2004, after passing the second state 
law examination, she commenced work as a re-
search fellow in the field of international law at 
the Freie Universität Berlin. In 2006 she entered 
the foreign service. Following her attaché train-
ing, Maria Adebahr took up her first post with the 
Afghanistan Task Force in Berlin. From 2009 she 
worked in the Press Division as a spokesperson for Afghanistan and 
Asia, before moving to the German Embassy in Tehran in 2011 to take 
up the post of Consul. In summer 2013 she moved to a new post in 
the political affairs section of the German Embassy in Washington, D.C., 
where she was responsible for the Middle East dossier. In 2016, Maria 
Adebahr returned to Berlin, joining the Federal Foreign Office Policy 
Planning Staff with responsibility for the United States. From Febru-
ary 2017 she served as Deputy Spokesperson for the Federal Foreign 
Office. She has been the Federal Foreign Office Spokesperson since 
March 2018. 
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Biographies of SpeakersBiographies of Speakers

Netta Ahituv is a senior correspondent and 
editor at Haaretz, a leading liberal newspaper 
in Israel. In 2014, she won the “Pratt Prize” for 
journalism in the category of Extensive and 
Important Body of Work. She also has a weekly 
radio program about urbanism at Galatz Radio 
Station. She is a frequent guest in news panels 
in varied TV and radio programs, both local and 
international. She has a Master in Environmen-

tal Philosophy and a Bachelor in Biology and Humanities, both from 
Tel Aviv University. She founded a women’s soccer league in Israel, in 
which 100 women play soccer weekly as a hobby and as an empow-
ering tool, and has launched the Little Sun project, in which solar 
lights were being delivered to children in Gaza.

Niels Annen is Minister of State at the Federal 
Foreign Office since 2018. He is a member of the 
German Bundestag, where he represents the 
electoral district Hamburg-Eimsbüttel. He is also 
a member of the Social Democratic Party’s (SPD) 
executive committee. Annen was first elected to 
the Bundestag in 2005, and was a member un-
til 2009, before being re-elected in 2013. From 
2013 until 2017 he was a permanent member 

of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and a substitute member of 
the Committee on Economics and Energy. Mr. Annen also served as 
deputy spokesperson of the Parliamentary Left from 2014 until 2018, 
the largest political grouping within the SPD Parliamentary Group.  
Between 2014 and 2015, he represented the SPD Parliamentary 
Group in the Commission on the Review and Safeguarding of Parlia-
mentary Rights regarding Mandates for Bundeswehr Mission Abroad.

Muriel Asseburg is a Senior Fellow in the Middle 
East and Africa division of the German Institute 
for International and Security Affairs (SWP) in 
Berlin. Her current research is focused on con-
flict dynamics and peace-making in the Levant 
(Israel/Palestine and Syria, in particular), German, 
European and US Middle East policies, as well 
as questions of state building, political reform 
and security in the Eastern Mediterranean. In 
the years 2012 to 2015, she headed two research projects, one on 

“Elite Change and New Social Mobilization in the Arab world” and one 
on “The Fragmentation of Syria”. Before that, she headed SWP’s Middle 
East and Africa division for six years. Asseburg studied political science, 
international law and economics at Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität  
in Munich, where, in 2000, she obtained a Ph.D. with a thesis on  
Palestinian State and Nation Building in the Interim Period. Previously, 
she worked as a research associate at SWP from 1995 to 2000 and, 
from 2000 to 2001, she served as a program coordinator and deputy 
head of the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung’s office in Jerusalem. She has also 
lived, studied, and worked in the USA, Syria, and Lebanon. 

Uri Aviv is the General Director of the Tel Aviv 
International Film Festival for Science Fiction 
and the Fantastic Genres and has been a cul-
tural entrepreneur for many years. His primary 
interests are science fiction, science commu-
nication, futures research and the relationship 
between science and technology and art and 
society. Mr. Aviv also tries to promote new and 
innovative cultural fields in his projects, such 
as comics, role-playing, video games and geek and web culture.  
Mr. Aviv launched Israel’s first international science fiction festival and 
has been managing it for the better part of its 15-year history. This  
diverse international cultural event features an international film 
festival, literary, academic and science-oriented conferences, public 
lectures and panels, art workshops and more. He has also begun pro-
ducing other cultural ventures, including a science communication 
workshop called “Viral Science and the Dafi Dance Group”. He has also 
developed a successful career in high-tech, working as a consultant 
for project coordination, requirements analysis and as an expert on 
identity management and workflow systems. In his work, Mr. Aviv pro-
vides a platform for artists, filmmakers, authors, comic artists and writ-
ers, as well as scientists and researchers, to examine each other’s work 
and present their ideas to the general public.
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Kinga Brudzińska, Ph.D., is Senior Research 
Fellow for the Future of Europe Program at the 
GLOBSEC Policy Institute (GPI) in Bratislava. A 
political scientist, specializing on the Spanish 
speaking world, EU foreign policy, Visegrad coun-
tries cooperation, systemic transformations and 
on issues of international democracy. Previously 
she worked for the Polish Ministry of Foreign  
Affairs, including the Permanent Representa-
tion to the OECD in Paris, and the biggest Polish think tank, the Polish 
Institute for International Affairs. She studied at Instituto Tecnológico 
y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey (Mexico) and EAE Business 
School in Barcelona. She published in Fair Observer, Es Global, IP Journal, 
EurActiv and the Slovak and Polish press. At the GPI she is a coordinator 
of the Think Visegrad Network and the OSCE Network of Think Tanks 
and Academic Institutions. She is Alumna of the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin 
und Gerd Bucerius’s Global Governance network, and the “Humanity in 
Action & Lantos Foundation Senior Fellow” thanks to which she was a 
fellow on Capitol Hill. 

Priyanka Chaturvedi is the National Convenor 
and National Spokesperson of the Indian National 
Congress. She is a regular commentator on  
television channels in India debating on various 
issues. She was a part of ISB’s “10,000 Women” 
program, a scholarship program by Goldman 
Sachs for women entrepreneurs. She is a trustee 
of two NGOs that closely work in the space of 
children’s education and women empower-
ment. She contributes her opinion columns in various newspapers 
and online sites such as The Hindu, The Indian Express, The Times of 
India, Daily News and Analysis, National Herald and more. She has 
campaigned for the party in the recent Goa and Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly Elections besides doing TV shows in states that are going to 
vote. In 2015, she was nominated for and participated in Observer 
Research Foundation and ZEIT-Stiftung’s program “Asian Forum on 
Global Governance”. She was named amongst the top 10 upcoming 
Indian women politicians by a leading Indian website. She was re-
cently honored with an award for excellence in her field of work and 
for being amongst the top 50 Inspirational Women in Maharashtra at 
a Women’s Leadership Symposium. She was also declared and fea-
tured as “Rado Woman of the Year” by the leading Chitralekha Gujarati 
Magazine for her contribution towards social activism and politics.

Anna von Bayern is a journalist, author and 
moderator. She hosts a weekly politics broad-
cast on bild.de, Germanys most widely read 
news site. Prior, she was a politics reporter, editor, 
and political correspondent for Bild am Sonntag 
and a member of the parliament’s press corps 
(Bundespressekonferenz). Anna attended jour-
nalism school (Axel Springer Akademie) in Berlin, 
worked for Publicis Consultants in Paris and the 

National Democratic Institute in Morocco. She graduated with a B.A. 
in History and Political Science from Stanford University, did a M.A. in 
Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia, and a M.A. in Philoso-
phy, Politics and Economics at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in 
Munich. 

Dunya Bouchi is Managing Director at ANCB 
The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Network 
Campus in Berlin. Before joining ANCB in 2010, 
Dunya Bouchi worked as a consultant for the 
German Development Cooperation in Damascus 
on a sustainable urban development strategy 
for Syria. Previously she worked on city center 
revitalization of small- and medium-sized East 
German towns at Deutscher Verband für Woh-

nungswesen, Städtebau und Raumordnung, a Berlin based agency of 
the German government. She holds an M.A. in History, Political Science 
and Communication Studies from Freie Universität Berlin und has lived, 
studied and researched in Paris and London.
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Hans-Jürgen Commerell is the Director of 
ANCB The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Net-
work Campus Berlin. He is a photographer, curator  
and publisher, who has been co-director of 
Aedes Architecture Forum in Berlin since 1994. In 
2009, together with Kristin Feireiss, he established 
the ANCB The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes 
Network Campus Berlin, a cultural platform  
focusing on the future of our cities. ANCB pro-

vides an interdisciplinary laboratory environment offering workshops, 
debates and diverse formats in which students and professionals 
from architecture and planning, civil society, governance and econo-
my share and exchange questions, experience and knowledge.

Virginia Comolli is a Senior Fellow leading the 
Conflict, Security and Development Program at 
the International Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS) in London. The program is the Institute’s key 
repository of analytical work related to tradition-
al conflicts as well as fragility and insecurity in 
their multiple forms. She first joined the IISS De-
fence Analysis Department in 2006 conducting  
research on Sub-Saharan Africa. A member of 

the Transnational Threats and Political Risk team between 2007 and 
2014, she worked on international terrorism, radicalization, organized 
crime and conflict with a special focus on West Africa, the Sahel and 
Latin America. In this capacity she was seconded to the UK Ministry 
of Justice. In 2014, Virginia Comolli established the new Security and 
Development Program bringing a cross-disciplinary dimension to 
the work of the organization.  Prior experience includes working for 
the intelligence unit of a private security company and a brief stint 
at a strategic intelligence firm. She is a member of the European  
Expert Network on Terrorism Issues and of the Global Initiative against 
Transnational Organised Crime. She sits on the international advisory 
board of the African Centre for Peace Building, Ghana, and acts as  
a Project Associate for the International Drug Policy Project at the 
London School of Economics, and as a Technical Advisor at the Glo-
bal Drug Policy Observatory at Swansea University. She holds a First 
Class Honours degree in War Studies and American Studies from the  
University of Wolverhampton and a Master in Intelligence and Strategic 
Studies at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth. 

Thomas Conzelmann is Full Professor of Inter-
national Relations at Maastricht University. He 
served as Founding Co-director of the Centre for 
European Research in Maastricht (2015 to 2016) 
and as Associate Dean for Research in Maastricht 
University’s Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
(2009 to 2013, and since January 2018). He also 
held positions at the University of Mannheim 
and Darmstadt University of Technology. Thomas  
Conzelmann is principal investigator of a comparative research project 
on peer reviews among states, funded by the Netherlands Organiza-
tion for Scientific Research. He has published widely on the use of non-
binding mechanisms at the global level, such as peer reviews among 
states and business self-regulation and on international organizations.

Aleksandra Dier is a political advisor at the 
United Nations, where her work has spanned 
the areas of conflict prevention, mediation, 
sanctions, counter-terrorism, and peacekeeping. 
She most recently served as advisor to the Spe-
cial Adviser to the Secretary-General on Conflict 
Prevention, focusing on Burundi and the Great 
Lakes region of Africa. She has held previous 
positions with the UN in the Security Council 
Affairs Division of the Department of Political Affairs, the Depart-
ment of Peacekeeping Operations as well as in the Counter-Terrorism  
Executive Directorate. Aleksandra Dier also served in UN field missions 
in Afghanistan and Burundi, and was involved in the planning of the 
peacekeeping mission in Mali. Prior to joining the United Nations, she 
was a Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Security Studies at ETH 
Zurich, where her research focused on crisis management in Europe 
and Africa. She also worked in several other think tanks in Europe,  
including the German Institute for International and Security Affairs 
in Berlin and the International Institute for Security Studies in London. 
Aleksandra Dier received her Ph.D. in International Relations from the 
University of Oxford.
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Rahul Gandhi was elected President of the 
Indian National Congress, India’s principal op-
position party, in December 2017. In 2004, Rahul 
Gandhi was elected the Member of Parliament 
representing Amethi in Uttar Pradesh in the Lok 
Sabha. In 2007, he was named General Secre-
tary of the Indian National Congress in charge 
of the youth and student organisations of the 
Party. In January 2013, he assumed office as Vice 
President of the Indian National Congress. Amethi re-elected Rahul 
Gandhi to the Lok Sabha in 2009 and 2014. He attended St. Stephen’s 
College, Delhi, Harvard College and Rollins College, Florida from where 
he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts. He went on to receive an M. Phil. 
in Development Studies from Trinity College, Cambridge University. 
Thereafter, he joined the Monitor Group, a strategy consulting group, in 
London. In the past, Rahul Gandhi was a member of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Home Affairs, Human Resource Development, 
and Finance and the Consultative Committee for the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation and the Ministry of Rural Development. Currently, he serves 
on the Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs and the 
Consultative Committee for the Ministry of Finance & Corporate Affairs. 
Aside from politics, Rahul Gandhi serves on the Boards of various not 
for profit organizations which have created the largest network of self-
help groups of poor and marginalized women and the largest provider 
of affordable eye care in North India and a cancer hospital which fights 
cancer in India’s largest state, Uttar Pradesh. Rahul Gandhi is a black belt 
in Aikido and a qualified pilot. 

Mohamed El Dahshan is managing director of 
OXCON, an international development consult-
ing firm, with a particular focus on fragile and 
post-conflict countries. He is also a non-resident 
Fellow with the Tahrir Institute for Middle East 
Policy in Washington, D.C., and co-founder of  
Afrilanthropy, a philanthropic investment firm. 
He has over a decade of work experience in 
the development field, through international 

organizations such as the UN, the African Development Bank, and 
others, as well as national governments, working primarily in the Mid-
dle East and Sub-Saharan Africa. He was selected to be a member 
of the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Expert Councils, an 

“Archbishop Tutu Leadership” fellow, and a “UN Alliance of Civilizations” 
fellow. He is an award-winning writer and academic, having published 
over a hundred analysis media articles in leading publications globally, 
and is listed as one of the “100 Africa Future Economic Leaders” by the 
Institut Choiseul, among other accolades. He is a graduate of Oxford, 
Harvard, Sciences-Po Paris, and Cairo University. He is a 2014 alumnus 
of the ZEIT-Stiftung’s “Asian Forum on Global Governance”.

Karim Foda is an associate fellow in the Global 
Economy and Development program at The 
Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C. His 
work focuses on the drivers of growth in ad-
vanced and emerging market economies and 
the linkages between and within both groups. 
He is a co-creator of the Brookings-Financial 
Times world index (TIGER: Tracking Indices for 
the Global Economic Recovery) and has been 

published in or cited by leading news outlets such as the Financial 
Times, The Economist, and The Wall Street Journal. Prior to Brookings, 
he was a management consulting analyst at Accenture and a visit-
ing research assistant at the Central Bank of Egypt. He earned a B.A. 
in Economics from the University of California, Davis, and an M.A. in 
Economics from Duke University. 
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Since 1997, Michael Göring has been CEO and 
member of the Executive Board – since 2005 
Chairman – of the Hamburg-based ZEIT-Stiftung  
Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, one of the largest 
foundations in Germany. He is also Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the Bucerius Law 
School and the Bucerius Kunst Forum. As one of 
Germany’s philanthropic leaders, he is involved 
with numerous foundations and private organi-
zations. Among his board and advisory board memberships are: the 
German National Merit Foundation, the Stiftung für die Hamburger 
Kunstsammlungen (foundation supporting the purchase of fine art 
for museums in Hamburg), the Hamburg Regional Advisory Council 
of Deutsche Bank, and the advisory board of Hamburger Sparkasse. 
Since 2000, he has taught as honorary professor at the Cultural 
and Media Management Institute at the Hamburg School of Music 
and Theatre. Michael Göring studied at the Universities of Cologne,  
Swansea (UK), Munich and Wayne State Detroit and holds a first  
German State Exam in Anglistics, Geography, North American Stud-
ies and Philosophy. He received his Ph.D. in English Literature. He is, 
among other publications, author of Unternehmen Stiftung (2009) and 
author of three novels, Der Seiltänzer (2011), Vor der Wand (2013) and 
Spiegelberg (2016).

Ambassador Husain Haqqani served as Paki-
stan’s ambassador to the United States from 2008 
to 2011 and is widely credited with managing a 
difficult partnership during a critical phase in the 
global war on terrorism. Considered an expert  
on radical Islamist movements, he is currently 
Director for South and Central Asia at Hudson 
Institute in Washington, D.C. Husain Haqqani 
also co-edits the journal Current Trends in Islamist 
Ideology. He has been a journalist, academic and diplomat in addi-
tion to serving as advisor to four Pakistani Prime Ministers, including 
the late Benazir Bhutto. He received “Hilal-e-Imtiaz”, one of Pakistan’s 
highest civilian honors for public service. He has written for Wall Street 
Journal, New York Times, Financial Times, Washington Post, and The 
Telegraph, among others. His books include Pakistan Between Mosque 
and Military; Magnificent Delusions: US, Pakistan and an Epic History of 
Misunderstanding, India v Pakistan: Why can’t we just be friends? and 
Reimagining Pakistan: Transforming a Dysfunctional Nuclear State. 

Katja Gloger studied Eastern European History, 
Political Sciences and Slavic Studies in Hamburg 
and Moscow. She started her career in journal-
ism as a news reporter for First German Public  
Television ARD. In 1989 she joined the staff 
of Stern magazine. As head of Stern’s Moscow 
Bureau she witnessed the fall of the Soviet Union  
and the rise of a new Russia, interviewed Mikhail 
Gorbacev as well as Boris Yeltzin and later on 

traveled for months with President Vladimir Putin. She was head of the  
Foreign Desk of Stern magazine and Senior Political Correspondent 
in Washington, D.C., until the end of 2008. As author she now covers  
major political stories for Stern, as well as economics and interna-
tional security policy. In 2010 she was honored with the prestigious“ 
Henri Nannen Award for Journalism”. In 2014 she received the German 
Award “Journalist of the Year“ for political reporting. Being a regular 
participant of the Munich Security Conference, she is a member of 
the Atlantik-Brücke and sits on the board of the NGO “Reporters with-
out Borders“. In 2015 she published her book Putin’s Welt, an analysis of 
Russia’s domestic and foreign policy, the relations between the West 
and Russia, and the crisis in Ukraine.

Nadine Godehardt joined the Asia Division of 
the German Institute for International and Secu-
rity Affairs (SWP) in 2013, where she has to deal 
with current political issues on a daily basis. Her 
main working field comprises China’s foreign 
policy, particularly China’s regional challenges 
in Asia including the question of the Korean 
Peninsula, the Diaoyu/Senkaku-Island dispute 
between China and Japan as well as China’s 

reaction to the ISAF withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2014. Nadine 
Godehardt is further interested in the analysis of “moments of crisis 
in international politics” (such as in the case of Afghanistan, Syria or 
Ukraine) and specifically in the question of how UN Security Council 
members use these crises in their domestic discourse on “national 
or regional stability”. In this regard, she currently works on a joint  
research proposal with colleagues from the Center for Security Stud-
ies at the ETH Zurich. Prior to the SWP, Nadine Godehardt worked at 
the German Institute of Global and Area Studies in Hamburg for five 
years. During this time, she also finished her Ph.D. in International  
Relations with a dissertation about The Chinese Constitution of Central 
Asia. Regions and Intertwined Actors in International Relations.
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Zeina Jallad is a lawyer, legal consultant and 
lecturer-in-law. She is a member of the New 
York City Bar and served as the Secretary of the 
Committee on Middle East and North Africa. 
Currently she is pursuing her doctorate in the 
Science of Law (J.S.D) at Columbia Law School. 
After completing her Master in Law (LL.M) at 
Columbia University, Zeina Jallad joined the Fac-
ulty of Law and Public Administration at Birzeit 
University in Palestine as one of the first women lecturers-in-law, and 
served as a member of the Palestinian Taskforce. Previously she also 
served as a member of the National Legislative Harmonization Com-
mittee commissioned to amend Palestinian Child Law. Between 2009 
and 2012, she managed the biggest donors funded project in Pales-
tine to develop the Palestinian legal profession and Bar Association. 
She rejoined Columbia University in 2012 as a Visiting Assistant Pro-
fessor of Law, where she was affiliated with the Center for Gender and 
Sexuality Law. Zeina Jallad was commissioned by several international 
organizations in the Middle East, including UN Women, UNHCHR, 
International Center for Transitional Justice, Public Interest Law Net-
work, and the European Commission to work on legal research and 
policy papers. She worked in Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon,  
Palestine and Turkey. Zeina Jallad’s broader research areas include the 
intersection between international law, human rights law, Islamic law, 
social studies, gender justice and criminal law.

Paul Hiebert heads the Systemic Risk and 
Financial Institutions Division of the European 
Central Bank (ECB). In this role, he oversees sys-
temic risk analysis for the euro area feeding into 
the ECB’s flagship Financial Stability Review, as 
well as macroprudential policy for the largest 
euro area banks. His current role builds on over 
20 years of experience within the ECB, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the Reserve Bank of 

Australia and the Canadian Department of Finance in various capaci-
ties – spanning economic, financial and policy functions for a wide 
range of countries. He has published on a diverse set of topics, includ-
ing financial cycles, global banking, housing markets, and fiscal policy. 
He studied at McGill University in Montreal.

Wolfgang Ischinger has been the Chairman of 
the Munich Security Conference since 2008. He 
served as Germany’s Ambassador to the Court 
of St. James’s (2006 to 2008), and to the United 
States of America (2001 to 2006). In 2007, he 
was the European Union’s representative in the 
Troika negotiations on Kosovo. Mr. Ischinger was 
State Secretary of the German Foreign Office 
from 1998 to 2001, and has served in a number 

of posts in Bonn, Berlin, Washington, D.C., New York, and Paris. From 
1993 to 1995, he was Director of Policy Planning, and from 1995 to 
1998, Political Director of the German Foreign Ministry. He is a mem-
ber of the European Council on Foreign Relations and the Trilateral 
Commission, and serves on a number of non-profit boards. He was 
Dean of the “Bucerius Summer School on Global Governance” from 
2009 to 2016.
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Clément Kanamugire is a Policy Analyst at the 
United Kingdom Department of Health and 
Social Care, London, a government institution 
which champions innovation and improvement 
by supporting research and technology. In his 
role, he is assisting in the creation and imple-
mentation of national policies and legislation, 
providing a long-term vision and ambition to 
meet current and future challenges, putting 
health and care at the heart of government, and being a global leader 
in health and care policy. Prior to joining the National Health Service, 
Clément spent four years working with GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) which 
is one of the world’s leading pharmaceutical research companies. 
While at GSK, he focused on strategy and business development. Born 
and grown up in Rwanda, Clément Kanamugire joined “Afrika kommt!” 
in 2008, a progam initiated by the German industry in order to create 
business opportunities between German companies and future lead-
ers from Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Steffen Kern is Chief Economist and Head of 
Risk Analysis at the European Securities and 
Markets Authority (ESMA), in Paris. Appointed 
in 2012, he leads ESMA’s analytical work on  
financial stability, market integrity, and investor 
protection in securities and derivatives markets, 
the institutional investor industry as well as the 
financial market infrastructure of the EU. He also 
oversees the authority’s statistical and data oper-
ations. Kern is a member of the advisory committee to the European 
Systemic Risk Board (ESRB ATC), co-chairs the ESRB’s Expert Group on 
Shadow Banking, and serves on various FSB and IOSCO committees. 
At international level, he is an adviser on global financial and mon-
etary system reform to the World Economic Forum. Before joining the 
EU’s public service, he had worked for Deutsche Bank, including po-
sitions as Director for International Financial Market Policy, as Senior 
Economist at Deutsche Bank Research, and at the Group Board offices. 
Kern is a Professor at the University of Mainz teaching international 
financial market development, risk and regulation. He served as a Sen-
ior Fellow of the Transatlantic Academy in Washington, D.C., and was 
appointed the 2010 “Helmut Schmidt Fellow” of the ZEIT-Stiftung and 
the German Marshall Fund. He holds academic degrees in Economics, 
Politics, and Philosophy from the Universities of Oxford and Leuven, 
and a doctorate from Erasmus University Rotterdam.

Josef Janning joined the European Council on 
Foreign Relations in April 2014 as Senior Policy 
Fellow in the Berlin Office. In 2013 and 2014 he 
was a “Mercator Fellow” at the German Council 
on Foreign Relations. Prior to that, he served as 
Director of Studies at the European Policy Centre 
in Brussels. Between 2001 and 2010 Josef Janning 
has lead the international policy work as Senior 
Director of the Bertelsmann Foundation, a major  

private German foundation. Earlier positions in his career include 
Deputy Director of the Center for Applied Policy Research at Munich 
University from 1995 to 2007. Previously, he has held teaching posi-
tions at the University of Mainz, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
and as Guest Professor at Renmin University of Beijing. He has worked 
with leading think tanks in Europe, the US and Asia, and engaged in 
and lead various international study groups, high-level groups and 
commissions on European affairs, global governance, transformation to 
democracy, security and defense policy and transatlantic relations. He 
has published widely on European affairs, international relations, EU 
foreign and security policy, German foreign and European policy as 
well as global affairs. On these issues he also is a frequent commenta-
tor with German and international media.

Stefan Jansen is founder and lead data scien-
tist at Applied AI in New York, where he advises  
Fortune 500 companies and startups across 
various industries on translating business goals 
into a data and artificial intelligence strategy, 
building data science teams, and developing 
machine learning solutions. Prior to his current 
venture, he was a managing partner at an in-
ternational investment firm where he built the 

predictive analytics and investment research practice. He also was a 
senior executive at a global fintech company with operations in 15 
markets. A native German, he started his career as advisor to Central 
Banks in emerging markets, and has worked in six languages across 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Stefan Jansen holds a Master in Eco-
nomics from the Freie Universität Berlin, a Master in Public Administra-
tion in International Development from Harvard Kennedy School, and 
a Chartered Financial Analyst.
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Ann Lee is an internationally recognized leading 
authority on China’s economic relations and the 
CEO of Coterie, a new technology investment 
consortium inspired by its Chairman Dr. Peter  
Lee, the owner of Henderson Land Development. 
She is also a former visiting professor at Peking 
University and an adjunct professor at New York 
University where she taught macroeconomics  
and financial derivatives. She consults with  
policymakers from Europe, Asia, Latin America, and the US about  
US-China relations, international finance and trade, and China’s  
political economy. A former investment banker in high yield bonds 
and technology stocks as well as a partner and credit derivatives trader 
in two multi-billion dollar hedge fund firms, she is also the author of 
the book What the U.S. Can Learn from China, an award winning inter-
national bestseller, and the book Will China’s Economy Collapse? She is 
an active member of the Authors Guild and the Pen America Society. 
She attended University of California in Berkeley, Princeton University’s 
Woodrow Wilson School of International Affairs, and Harvard Business 
School.

Alastair King-Smith is a British diplomat, cur-
rently serving as Head of International Counter 
Extremism at the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office in London. In that capacity he is leading 
the UK’s efforts to counter extremism and work 
with partners to build a more robust, effective 
international response. He has also helped lead 
the working group of the Global Counter Terror-
ism Forum on countering violent extremism. He 

was previously Head of Strategic Campaigns and Planning, initiating 
the counter Daesh Coalition’s strategic communications efforts and 
overseeing the UK’s communication campaigns on Iraq, Syria and 
other foreign policy issues, such as stabilizing Ukraine and preventing 
sexual violence in conflict. His postings overseas have been prima-
rily in the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia, including short tours as 
Deputy High Commissioner to Nairobi over the Kenyan elections, and 
as Deputy Ambassador to Tel Aviv working on the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict. He is founding Trustee of the charity Kids for Kids, helping 
children in rural areas of Darfur.

Charles A. Kupchan is Professor of Interna-
tional Affairs in the School of Foreign Service 
and Government Department at Georgetown 
University, Washington, D.C., and Senior Fellow 
at the Council on Foreign Relations. From 2014 
to 2017, Kupchan served as Special Assistant to 
the President and Senior Director for European 
Affairs on the National Security Council in the 
Obama White House. He was also Director for 

European Affairs on the National Security Council during the first  
Clinton administration. His most recent books are No One’s World: 
The West, the Rising Rest, and the Coming Global Turn (2012), and How 
Enemies Become Friends: The Sources of Stable Peace (2010).
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Julia von Maltzan Pacheco is the Associate 
Dean for Global Affairs at the Fundação Getulio  
Vargas (FGV), and professor at the Fundação 
Getulio Vargas’ São Paulo School of Business  
Administration. She obtained her master and 
doctor title at Kiel University in Germany. For 
several years she worked as a researcher at the 
OECD Development Centre, the International 
Energy Agency of the OECD in Paris and the 

Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Germany. In Brazil, she worked 
as equity analyst and fixed income analyst at the bank BBA, São Paulo.  
Since 2003, she is professor at FGV in São Paulo, where she pursues 
research on emerging markets’ economics, monetary economics (fo-
cusing on inflation targeting), international finance and the develop-
ment of the Brazilian economy. She published articles and books on 
the following topics: country risk, investments, capital flows, macro- 
economics of emerging markets and behavioral finance. She is also 
Member of The Global Alliance in Management Education (CEMS)  
Executive Board, CEMS Alliance Quality Assurance Committee, Part-
nership in International Management Chair for the Americas Region 
and Program Ambassador for the “German Chancellor Fellowships” at 
the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. She was Member of the 
Yale School of Management Global Diversity Advisory Council, Vice 
Chair at the Global Network for Advanced Management Steering 
Committee, and Chair of the PIM Membership Committee.  

Georg Mascolo is the Head of the Joint Investi-
gative Group of Süddeutsche Zeitung, Germany’s 
leading newspaper, and the major German pub-
lic television stations NDR and WDR. Previously, 
he worked for nearly 25 years for SPIEGEL Group. 
From 2008 until 2013 Mr. Mascolo was Editor-in-
Chief of DER SPIEGEL magazine. He is a member 
of the Atlantik-Brücke and of the Core Group of 
the Munich Security Conference. Mr. Mascolo 

has been a Visiting Scholar at the Weatherhead Center for International 
Affairs at Harvard University and a Global Fellow with the Woodrow  
Institute in Washington, D.C. He won the “Political Journalist of the 
Year” Award in 2014. In 2017, Georg Mascolo has joined the “Bucerius 
Summer School on Global Governance” as Dean and Moderator.

Andreas Michaelis is State Secretary at the Fed-
eral Foreign Office since March 2018. He served as 
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany 
to Israel from July 2011 until July 2015 and as  
Political Director from 2015 until March 2018.  
Prior to that, Andreas Michaelis was Ambassador 
to Singapore (2002 to 2006), Director for Asian 
and Pacific Affairs (2006 to 2007), Regional  
Director for the Near and Middle East and the 
Maghreb (2007 to 2011) as well as Spokesperson for Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer (1999 to 2002).

Thomas Mirow is a Non-Executive Director and 
Senior Adviser. Apart from being a Member of 
the Board of Trustees of the ZEIT-Stiftung, he 
currently holds positions as Chairman of the Su-
pervisory Board of HSH Nordbank AG, Hamburg,  
member of the Global Advisory Board of  
Rothschild & Cie, London/Paris, Independent 
Director at JSC Baiterek, Astana, and member  
of the Shareholder Committee of F. Laeisz,  
Hamburg. He has been appointed “Fellow at Large” by the Kiel Insti-
tute for World Economy and was elected as Vice-President of Übersee-
Club Hamburg. Thomas Mirow served as President of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development in London from 2008 to 
2012. From 2005 to 2008, he was a German Deputy Finance Minister in 
charge of Financial Markets as well as of European and International 
Affairs, after having led the Economics Department at the Chancellery. 
In 2004, Thomas Mirow was a Member of the EU-High-Level-Group 
on the Lisbon Growth Strategy, chaired by former Prime Minister Wim 
Kok. For ten years, from 1991 to 2001, Thomas Mirow was as a State 
Minister in Hamburg (Senator) responsible for Urban Development 
and, later on, for Economics. Thomas Mirow started his career as an as-
sistant and then chief of staff to former Chancellor Willy Brandt, Chair-
man of the German Social Democratic Party. Born and raised in Paris 
and later in Bonn, he holds a Ph.D. degree in Political Sciences of the 
University of Bonn.
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Martin Nixdorf became Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung and of 
the Stiftung Westfalen in 2009, having previously 
served on the boards for almost 25 years. He is 
the oldest son of Heinz Nixdorf, the founder of 
both foundations, who died in 1986. Traditionally, 
Mr. Nixdorf directed the Ahorn Sportpark, aside 
from the Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum the only 
subsidiary of the foundation, as well as projects 
focusing on sports. Now his responsibilities also include youth devel-
opment projects and finance.

Oana Popescu is a former State Secretary for 
EU Affairs from Romania. Currently director of 
GlobalFocus Center, an independent foreign 
policy think tank in Bucharest, her expertise  
covers global political risk and strategic analy-
sis, EU policies, emerging threats (with an  
emphasis on disinformation and radicalization), 
change management and the shifting models 
of governance in a world undergoing acceler-
ated change. Oana is also a writer, lecturer, media commentator and 
business consultant and previously worked as a journalist and policy 
advisor. 

Émilie Potvin currently heads Uber’s public pol-
icy and government relations work in Asia and 
works on various strategic initiatives across the 
region. Prior to that she served as Vice President 
Public Affairs and Stakeholder Relations at the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce – Canada’s  
most influential business association, and acted 
as Canada’s Sherpa to the B20 – the Business 
group affiliated to the G20 and G8 processes. 
Prior to joining the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, she served as 
Chief of staff to several ministers in the Canadian Government and 
held a number of positions in the private sector with companies such 
as Bombardier and CAE. Émilie Potvin began her career as a Foreign 
Service Officer where she worked on G8 Summits and in the Africa 
division. She holds an MBA in International Management from École 
des hautes études commerciales Montréal and a degree in Political 
Science from the Université de Montréal.

Miriam Mlecek is Program Manager at ANCB 
The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Network 
Campus Berlin. She is an architect and researcher 
at the University of Hanover. She founded the 
Transit Lounge studio, an experiment in transdis-
ciplinary collaboration in Berlin/Sydney and 
was involved as contributor with the German 
Architecture Centre Berlin and the transmediale 
festival after years of working for renowned ar-

chitecture firms and the University of Sydney. She also worked on the 
publication Selfmade City by Kristien Ring and coedited the publica-
tion Perception in Architecture together with Bauhaus director Claudia 
Perren.

Robin Niblett became the Director of Chatham 
House (The Royal Institute of International  
Affairs), London in January 2007. Before joining  
Chatham House, from 2001 to 2006, Niblett 
was the Executive Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer of Washington, D.C. based 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
He is the author of Britain, the EU and the Sover-
eignty Myth (2016), Britain, Europe and the World: 

Rethinking the UK’s Circles of Influence (2015), and Playing to its Strengths: 
Rethinking the UK’s Role in a Changing World (2010). He is a Non-
Executive Director of Fidelity European Values Investment Trust and 
a member of the World Economic Forum Global Future Council on 
International Security. He was a Special Adviser to the House of Com-
mons Foreign Affairs Committee (2015 to 17), Chairman of the Experts 
Group for the 2014 NATO Summit, Chairman of the World Economic 
Forum Global Agenda Council on Europe (2012 to 13) and Chair of 
the British Academy Steering  Committee of Languages for Security 
Project (2013). In 2012, he was awarded the “Bene Merito Medal” by 
the Polish government. He became a Companion of St Michael and  
St George in 2015. He received his B.A. in Modern Languages and 
M.Phil. and D.Phil. from New College, Oxford.
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Martin Rein-Cano was born in Buenos Aires in 
1967. He studied Art History at Goethe Univer-
sity Frankfurt am Main and Landscape Architec-
ture at the Technical Universities of Hanover and 
Karlsruhe. In 1996 he founded the TOPOTEK 1  
office, which has created and designed a large 
number of German and international projects 
ranging from masterplans to gardens, such as 
the Castle Park in Wolfsburg, the Sport facilities  
park Heerenschürli in Zurich, the Superkilen Park in Copenhagen 
and the Bord Gais Network Centre in Dublin. Martin Rein-Cano has 
been appointed as guest professor in Europe and North America. He  
frequently lectures at internationally renowned universities and  
cultural institutions and regularly serves on competition juries.  
Several professional books and articles have been published exclu-
sively on his work, which has been honored with many awards and 
prizes, last the “Red dot best of the best“ award and the “German 
Landscape Prize” of the Association of German Landscape Architects 
in 2011, 2012, and 2013.

Clarissa Rios Rojas is the Founder and Director 
of the non-profit Ekpa’palek. In this capacity, she 
creates free programs for professional develop-
ment to Latin American students and young 
professionals from vulnerable communities. 
These programs are aligned with the sustainable 
development goals #4 (Education), #5 (Gender 
Equality) and #10 (Reduction of Inequalities). At 
the Joint Research Center from the European 
Commission’s science and knowledge service, she provides scientific 
advice and support to EU policy. As a member of the Global Young 
Academy, she works on initiatives related to science outreach, women 
empowerment and science advice. Her work is also related to science 
diplomacy, citizen engagement in policy relevant to science and inno-
vation, open science and education, and global governance.

Jana Puglierin is Head of Program of the Alfred 
von Oppenheim Center for European Policy 
Studies at the German Council on Foreign Rela-
tions (DGAP) in Berlin. The Oppenheim Center 
seeks to provide new ideas for the continued 
development of EU foreign policy and to give 
recommendations for Germany’s policies on  
Europe. In her work Puglierin focusses on Euro-
pean foreign policy, security policy, and defense 

policy as well as Germany’s role in Europe. Prior to this, she was a pro-
gram officer at the DGAP’s Future Forum Berlin, temporarily heading 
the program from October 2013 until August 2014. Before joining 
DGAP she was an Advisor on disarmament, arms control, and non-pro-
liferation at the German Bundestag. Between 2003 and 2011, she was 
a research assistant to the chair of political science and contemporary 
history as well as in the program for North American studies at the 
University of Bonn, held a teaching post at the Chemnitz University 
of Technology, and worked as a researcher at DGAP. Puglierin studied 
Political Science, International and European Law, and Sociology at the 
University of Bonn and at Venice International University. In 2007, she 
has been awarded a “DAAD Scholarship” for Ph.D. candidates to con-
duct research at the University of Albany, State University of New York.

Jovan Ratkovic is Member of the Presidency and 
International Secretary of the Social Democratic  
Party in Serbia. He is also Non-Resident Fellow 
of the global think tank Agora Strategy Institute, 
based in Munich. Previously, Jovan Ratkovic ad-
vised the President of Serbia (2004 to 2012) and 
when much younger co-founded the Otpor! 
(Resistance) movement that played a vital role 
in forcing Slobodan Milosevic, autocratic leader 

of Serbia, out of power.
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Gary Samore is Executive Director for Research 
at the Belfer Center for Science and International 
Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard University. He is also a non-resident 
Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution. He 
served for four years as President Obama’s 
White House Coordinator for Arms Control and 
Weapons of Mass Destruction, including as US 
Sherpa for the 2010 Nuclear Security Summit 
in Washington, D.C., and the 2012 Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul,  
Korea. From 2006 to 2009, Gary Samore was Vice President for Studies 
at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) in New York. Before joining 
CFR, he was vice president for global security and sustainability at the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation in Chicago, and from 
2001 to 2005, he was Director of Studies and Senior Fellow for Non-
proliferation at the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in 
London. At IISS, he produced three “strategic dossiers” on Iran (2005), 
North Korea (2004), and Iraq (2002), which are considered authorita-
tive and exemplary assessments of nuclear, biological, chemical, and  
missile programs in those countries. Gary Samore was Special  
Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Nonproliferation and  
Export controls under President Clinton from 1995 to 2000. Before 
the National Security Council, he worked on nonproliferation issues at 
the State Department. In 1995, he received the “Secretary of Defense 
Medal for Meritorious Civilian Service” for his role in negotiating the 
1994 North Korea nuclear agreement. Prior to the State Department, 
he worked at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and the 
Rand Corporation. He was a National Science Foundation Fellow at 
Harvard University, where he received his M.A. and Ph.D. in govern-
ment in 1984. While at Harvard, he was a pre-doctoral fellow at what 
was then the Harvard Center for Science and International Affairs, later 
to become the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs. 

Günther Sablattnig started his career at the 
Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior, sup-
porting the Austrian EU Presidency 2006 in in-
ternational affairs. After an assignment as Policy 
Analyst for Strategic Partnerships at the Interna-
tional Criminal Police Organization – INTERPOL 
Secretariat General in Lyon/France in 2010, Sab-
lattnig was appointed Head of Unit for Bilateral 
and Multilateral Affairs at the Austrian Federal 

Ministry of the Interior. From 2013 until 2015, he served as Liaison  
Officer of the Federal Ministry of the Interior at the Austrian Embassy 
Islamabad/Pakistan and focused on a broad range of cooperation  
aspects such as illegal migration, returns, organized crime and ter-
rorism. Günther Sablattnig has joined the office of the EU Counter-
Terrorism Coordinator in April 2015.
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Eberhard Sandschneider is Professor for Chi-
nese Politics and International Relations at the 
Otto-Suhr-Institut of the Freie Universität Berlin. 
He has been Otto-Wolff-Director of the Research 
Institute of the German Council on Foreign  
Relations from 2003 to 2016. He graduated from 
the Saarland University, Saarbrücken in 1981 in 
English Language and Literature, Latin, History, 
and Political Science. In 1986, he received his 

Ph.D. in Political Science at the Saarland University with a thesis on 
The Political Role of the People’s Liberation Army after the Cultural Revo-
lution. He finished his habilitation on Stability and Transformation of 
Political Systems in November 1993. He held a position as Professor 
of International Relations between 1995 and 1998 in Mainz, before  
accepting a chair at the Freie Universität Berlin in 1998. Between 
March 2001 and March 2003, he served as Dean of the Faculty for 
Political and Social Sciences at the Freie Universität Berlin. Since 2014 
Eberhard Sandschneider is Dean and Moderator of the “Bucerius 
Summer School on Global Governance”.

Samir Saran is the President of Observer 
Research Foundation (ORF) Delhi. Working with 
the Board, he provides strategic direction and 
leadership to ORF’s multiple centers on fundrais-
ing, research projects, platform design and out-
reach initiatives including stakeholder engage-
ment. He curates the Raisina Dialogue, India’s 
annual flagship platform on geopolitics and 
geo-economics, and chairs CyFy, India’s annual 
conference on cyber security and internet governance. He spearheads 
the foundation’s efforts to foster new international partnerships and 
globalize its platforms. Samir Saran is also a Commissioner of The Glo-
bal Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace, member of the South 
Asia advisory board of the World Economic Forum, and a part of its Glo-
bal Future Council on Cybersecurity. He is also the Director of the Cen-
tre for Peace and Security at the Sardar Patel Police University, Jodhpur, 
India. Samir previously led ORF’s outreach and business development 
as its Vice President. In this capacity, he was responsible for fostering 
government outreach, global partnerships, and developing ORF into 
a center for research excellence in policy. At India’s largest conglom-
erate, Reliance Industries, he served in various capacities across their  
fibre and petrochemicals, power, telecom, retail and media verticals. 
He completed his doctoral studies at the Global Sustainability Insti-
tute, UK. He holds a Master in media studies from the London School 
of Economics and Political Science, UK, and a Bachelor in Electrical and 
Electronics Engineering from Manipal Institute of Technology, India.
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Wolfgang Schmidt is a State Secretary at the 
Federal Ministry of Finance. Prior to his ap-
pointment in March 2018, he served for seven 
years as State Secretary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg to  
the Federation, the European Union and for  
Foreign Affairs. During his mandate in Hamburg, 
he was a Member of the European Committee 
of the Regions from 2015 to 2018 and Chair of 

the Conference of the Länder Ministers for European Affairs in 2014 
to 2015. Wolfgang Schmidt previously served as Director of the  
International Labour Organisation in Germany and as Chief of Staff to 
the German Federal Minister for Labour and Social Affairs and Head 
of the Labour Ministry’s Policy and Planning Unit. He also worked at 
the Headquarters of the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) as 
Chief of Staff to the SPD Secretary-General and served as Chief of Staff 
to the SPD’s Chief Whip in the Bundestag. He is a lawyer by training, 
having studied in Hamburg and Bilbao, Spain. Prior to his professional 
career, he held various positions within the youth organisation of the 
SPD, including Vice President of the International Union of Socialist 
Youth, the youth wing of the Socialist International, and Member of 
the Bureau of the European Community Organisation of Socialist 
Youth. Wolfgang Schmidt is a Member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Baden-Baden Entrepreneur Talks and is a Member of the Willy-Brandt-
Kreis Association.

Amanda Sellers is a member of the NATO 
International Staff. Born in Washington, D.C., she 
holds degrees in Political Science, International 
Relations and Roman Languages from Sciences 
Po in Paris and the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill. She has lived and worked in  
Europe, North America and Asia and served on 
deployments in the Middle East. For her work 
on defense and security sector reform programs, 

she earned awards including the “NATO Meritorious Service Medal”, 
“NATO Non-Article 5 Medal”, and the “Mongolian International Coop-
eration Medal”. She currently manages NATO’s first diplomatic mission 
and center for education and training in the Arabian Gulf, the NATO 
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative Regional Centre in Kuwait. 

Hanna Shelest is Editor-in-chief at Ukraine 
Analytica and Member of the Board at the For-
eign Policy Council “Ukrainian Prism”. Prior to 
this, she had served for more than 10 years as 
a Senior Researcher at the National Institute for 
Strategic Studies under the President of Ukraine, 
Odessa Branch. In 2014 Hanna Shelest served as 
a Visiting Research Fellow at the NATO Defense 
College in Rome. Her main research interests 
are conflicts resolution, security and cooperation, especially in the 
Wider Black Sea Region and the Middle East, foreign policy of Ukraine.  
Hanna Shelest is an adviser of the Working Group preparing Ukrainian 
Navy Strategy 2035. She has more than 50 academic and more than 
100 articles in media published worldwide. She is a regular presenter 
at international conferences and commenter for the media. Hanna 
Shelest is a “Rotary Peace Fellow” 2010, “John Smith Fellow” 2012, and 
“Marshall Memorial Fellow” 2016.

Theo Sommer has been Dean and Modera-
tor of the “Bucerius Summer School on Global 
Governance” from 2001 to 2014. He has been 
Editor-at-Large of the German weekly DIE ZEIT 
from 2000 to 2014. From 1973 to 1992, he served 
as Editor-in-Chief and held the position of pub-
lisher from 1992 to 2000. Mr. Sommer headed 
the Policy Planning Staff of the German Defense 
Ministry from 1969 to 1970, was responsible for 
the Defense Ministry’s White Book in 1970, and since then has played 
a prominent part in his posts as Vice-Chairman of the Commission on 
Common Security and Future of the German Army (Weizsäcker Com-
mission). He was a member of the International Commission on the 
Balkans (1995 to 1996) and of the Independent International Com-
mission on Kosovo (1999 to 2000).

Maggie Sprenger has an extensive track record 
of more than fifteen years in venture and real 
estate investment. Fueled by a strong desire to 
make a positive impact, Maggie Sprenger has 
a passion for applying her entrepreneurial and 
portfolio expertise to drive meaningful inno-
vation. She is the co-founder of both Cosgrove  
Capital and Green Cow Venture Capital, where 
she oversees a $50M early stage fund. She holds 
an MBA from Wharton with a double major in Finance and Manage-
ment.
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Sascha Suhrke is Program Director Politics and 
Society at the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd 
Bucerius. He has a Master in Philosophy from 
the Universität Hamburg and has been work-
ing for the ZEIT-Stiftung in various positions 
since 2006. He is responsible for the Governance 
Programs of the ZEIT-Stiftung, i.e. the “Bucerius 
Summer School on Global Governance” and the 
“Asian Forum on Global Governance”. He served 

as the Chair of the Grantmakers East Forum at the European Founda-
tion Centre from 2011 to 2017. He is also Non-Resident Fellow of the 
global think tank Agora Strategy Institute in Munich.

Jan Techau is a Senior Fellow and Director of the 
Europe Program at the German Marshall Fund 
of the United States (GMF), Berlin. As a foreign 
policy analyst, his research focuses on European 
integration and the EU’s role in the world, Ger-
man foreign policy, transatlantic relations and 
security and defense issues. Jan Techau is co-
author of Führungsmacht Deutschland – Strategie 
ohne Angst und Anmaßung (2017), and a regular 

contributor to German and international news media. Before joining 
the GMF, he was the director of the Richard C. Holbrooke Forum for 
the Study of Diplomacy and Governance at the American Academy in 
Berlin. From March 2011 to August 2016, Jan Techau was the director 
of Carnegie Europe in Brussels. He also served in the NATO Defense 
College’s Research Division in Rome from February 2010 until Febru-
ary 2011. He was director of the Alfred von Oppenheim Center for Eu-
ropean Policy Studies at the German Council on Foreign Relations in 
Berlin between 2006 and 2010, and from 2001 to 2006 he served at the 
German Ministry of Defense’s Press and Information Department. Jan 
Techau holds an M.A. in Political Science from the Christian-Albrechts-
Universität in Kiel, Germany. He is an associate scholar at the Center 
for European Policy Analysis and an associate fellow at the American 
Institute for Contemporary German Studies in Washington, D.C.

Shashi Tharoor is a member of the Indian Par-
liament from the Thiruananthapuram (Trivan-
drum) constituency in Kerala representing the 
Indian National Congress party. He chairs the 
Parliament’s External Affairs Committee. Earlier 
he was Minister of State for Human Resource 
Development (2012 to 2014) as well as Minister 
of State for External Affairs (2009 to 2010) in the 
Government of India. He also served as the UN 
Under-Secretary General for Communications and Public Information 
under Kofi Annan as Secretary General. He served on the boards of 
many international think tanks, NGOs and educational institutions. 
He is a bestselling author of sixteen previous books, both fiction and 
non-fiction, including the path-breaking satire The Great Indian Novel 
(1989), the classic India: From Midnight to the Millennium (1997), the 
visionary Pax Indica: India and the World of the 21st Century (2012), and 
most recently Why I am a Hindu (2018), besides being a noted critic 
and columnist.

Dmitri Trenin is the Director of the Carnegie 
Moscow Center. He has been with the Center 
since its inception in 1994. He also chairs the 
Research Council and the Foreign and Security 
Policy Program. Mr. Trenin retired from the Rus-
sian Army in 1993. From 1993 to 1997, he held a 
post as a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute 
of Europe in Moscow. In 1993, Mr. Trenin was a 
Senior Research Fellow at the NATO Defense 
College in Rome. He served in the Soviet and Russian armed forces 
from 1972 to 1993, including experience working as a liaison officer in 
the external relations branch of the Group of Soviet Forces (stationed 
in Potsdam) and as a staff member of the delegation to the US-Soviet 
nuclear arms talks in Geneva from 1985 to 1991. He also taught at the 
War Studies Department of the Military Institute from 1986 to 1993. 
Mr. Trenin is a member of the Russian International Affairs Council and 
of the Royal Swedish Academy of Military Science. He is a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Moscow School of Political Studies.
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Frances Yaping Wang is a senior editor at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, a 

“Minerva-United States Institute of Peace Scholar”, 
and an alumna of the ZEIT-Stiftung’s “Bucerius 
Summer School on Global Governance”. She 
studies international security, with a focus on 
territorial disputes, Chinese foreign policy, and 
US-China relations. While working at Carnegie 
on China-related issues, she has just defended 

her Ph.D. dissertation this summer on authoritarian control of media 
in territorial conflicts. The dissertation draws upon rare access in ex-
tensive field work in China and Vietnam, as well as computer-assisted 
text analysis of the official Chinese newspaper People’s Daily. She will 
be a postdoctoral fellow starting in the fall of 2018 at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame working on her dissertation-based book project.  
Besides her academic work, her analytic work frequently appears in The 
Diplomat and South China Morning Post.

Ulrich Wilhelm has been the Director General 
of Bayerischer Rundfunk (Bavarian Broadcasting, 
BR) since 2011. The Munich-native is a journalist 
and lawyer. He studied at the German School of 
Journalism in Munich from 1981 to 1983. During 
the course of his law studies at the Universities 
of Passau and Munich and his period as a trainee  
lawyer, Wilhelm worked as a freelance journalist 
for Bayerischer Rundfunk, among others, and 

as a Congressional Fellow at the US Congress in Washington, D.C. In 
1991 he took up governmental work, first in the Bavarian Ministry of 
the Interior and later at the Bavarian State Chancellery. He took up 
the role of press spokesman of the Prime Minister and the Bavarian 
State Government in 1999 and Head of Office of the Bavarian State 
Ministry for Science, Research and Art in 2004. Wilhelm became Head 
of the Press and Information Office of the Federal Government and 
government spokesman in November 2005. Wilhelm has also been 
Chairman of the ARD network since January 2018. It consists of nine 
regional public-service broadcasters – among them BR – and the  
external service Deutsche Welle. In the European Broadcasting Union 
he represents ARD and ZDF, the two major public service broadcasters  
in Germany, in the Executive Board. 

Jon Worth is one of the best known bloggers 
about the EU. His blog – www.jonworth.eu – 
has been running for more than twelve years. 
He is also one of the most active commentators 
about the EU on Twitter (@jonworth). He works 
as a freelance communications consultant, 
helping governments, politicians and campaign 
organizations with their online engagement. 
His current and previous clients have included 
the European Commission, European Parliament, Harriet Harman, the 
German Green Party and Friends of the Earth. In the UK he is best 
known as the organizer of the Atheist Bus Campaign, an online fund-
raising campaign in 2009 that changed the debate about atheism in 
London and beyond. Prior to his freelance career Jon worked for the 
National School of Government in the UK, teaching UK civil servants 
how the EU works. Based in Berlin, he is a candidate for the European  
Parliament Election List for the German Green Party for the 2019  
European Elections.

Astrid Ziebarth is a senior migration fellow with 
the Europe Program of The German Marshall  
Fund of the United States (GMF), based in the 
organization’s Berlin office. She coordinates 
program development in the areas of research, 
networking, and leadership development in  
migration and mobility, refugees and asylum, 
integration, and diversity. Her current work 
projects include the Integration Strategy Group, 
fostering exchange and analysis between Moroccan, German, and 
Turkish policy stakeholders in cooperation with the German Develop-
ment Cooperation. She also oversees the Migration Strategy Group 
on International Cooperation and Development, a joint project by 
GMF, the Bertelsmann Foundation and the Robert Bosch Foundation. 
Ms. Ziebarth holds a Master in American studies, sociology, and an-
thropology from the Freie Universität Berlin with study visits at the 
University of Amsterdam and Emory University in Atlanta. She is a 
member of the advisory committee for the International Center on 
Policy Advocacy about migration narratives and frames and sits in 
the advisory committee of the German Foreign Office for the Global  
Forum on Migration and Development.
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Notes



For further information please contact: 

Sascha Suhrke
Phone: +49 40 41336717
Email: suhrke@zeit-stiftung.de

ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius
Feldbrunnenstrasse 56
20148 Hamburg/Germany
Fax: +49 40 41336740

www.bucerius-summer-school.de

During the conference please contact:

The Bucerius Summer School Conference Office
Hotel Le Méridien Hamburg
An der Alster 52-56
20099 Hamburg/Germany
Phone: +49 40 21002146 and 1155
Cell Phone: +49 1722929581
Fax: +49 40 21001160 
Email: betzenbichler@zeit-stiftung.de

The Bucerius Summer School on Global Governance is a project 
of the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius in cooperation 
with the Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung.


