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The Bucerius summer school on global governance

Between World Orders: 
Managing Fragmentation and Institutional Competition

From 14 to 26 August 2016, the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd  
Bucerius, in cooperation with the Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, holds 
its sixteenth annual Bucerius Summer School on Global Govern-
ance (BSS). The original idea to create such an institution harked 
back to Henry Kissinger’s famous International Summer Seminar at  
Harvard University. In the 1960s, Kissinger brought together emerging 
leaders from all over the world for a summer course of debates and 
lectures. Many of the seminar’s alumni went on to become ministers, 
renowned academics, prominent journalists – leaders in their respec-
tive fields. 

Out of this year’s 175 Bucerius Summer School candidates – nomi-
nated by government heads, ministers, company CEO’s, university 
presidents, media leaders and directors of international organiza-
tions – we have invited 59 promising business representatives, poli-
ticians and academics from 33 different countries – young women 
and men between 28 and 36 years of age who have already acquired 
considerable professional experience. 

The overall aim of the Bucerius Summer School is to foster leadership 
qualities in young professionals by involving them in an international 
dialogue on current political, economic, social and juridical ques-
tions. Participants are inspired by – and learn from – distinguished 
speakers, well-known public figures in politics, business, academia 
and the NGO sphere. 

Wolfgang Ischinger, Ambassador and Chairman of the Munich Secu-
rity Conference, and Eberhard Sandschneider, Professor for Chinese 
Politics and International Relations at the Freie Universität Berlin chair 
the sessions of the Bucerius Summer School. The lectures and work-
shops will be held at the Hotel Le Méridien on the banks of the Alster 
in Hamburg, at the German Council on Foreign Relations in Berlin, 
and at the Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum in Paderborn. Wolfgang 
Ischinger, Eberhard Sandschneider and Program Director Sascha 
Suhrke with his team are responsible for the two-week program.

The Summer School’s topics will touch upon urgent challenges of 
our time. Debates this year will focus on various geographical re-
gions. The situation in the Near and Middle East, and in the Ukraine 
will come under special scrutiny, as will the challenges and prospects 

of the emerging powers. Participants will discuss radical islam and 
extremism, cyber security and human rights, economic and political 
developments in Europe, and worldwide. In lectures and discussions, 
working groups and debates, this year’s Bucerius Summer School will 
examine these developments and discuss their impact on govern-
ance and leadership in the coming years. 

The Bucerius Summer School has always been more than just a 
high-profile conference. It is about building networks and enhanc-
ing cross-cultural cooperation of representatives from all walks of 
public life. To follow up on the annual meetings, we run an active 
alumni network. With the support of the alumni, the ZEIT-Stiftung 
and the Observer Research Foundation organize regional follow-up 
seminars. These Governance Talks have taken place in various places 
in the world, and recently in Cape Town, Warsaw and New York. 

Since 1971, the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, one of Ger-
many’s largest private foundations, has been involved in the funding 
of projects in various fields of research, art and culture, as well as 
education and training. The ZEIT-Stiftung was established by Gerd 
Bucerius, the founder and publisher of Germany’s leading quality 
weekly, DIE ZEIT. Apart from the Bucerius Law School, the Bucerius 
Kunst Forum in Hamburg and other projects, the foundation runs 
a variety of international programs, of which the Bucerius Summer 
School is the most ambitious.

The Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung was established by the IT entrepreneur 
Heinz Nixdorf. The foundation promotes education, scientific re-
search especially in the field of information technology, and projects 
devoted to the advancement of liberal democracy and public health. 
Its Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum in Paderborn is the world’s largest 
computer museum.

The ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius and the Heinz Nixdorf 
Stiftung welcome all speakers and participants. We wish them fruit-
ful discussions, new insights and valuable networking.
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Arrival in Hamburg

10.00 – 15.00	 Arrival and Check-in at Hotel Le Méridien
15.00 – 17.30	 Optional: Guided Tour through Hamburg
18.45 – 19.00	 Meeting in Hotel Lobby and Walk to Café Prüsse
19.00	 Barbeque at Café Prüsse

Hotel	 Le Méridien
	 An der Alster 52-56
	 20099 Hamburg
	 Tel.: +49 40 21000

Sunday, August 14 (Hamburg)

Between World Orders

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

09.00 – 09.10	 Welcome
	 Michael Göring, CEO and Chairman of the Executive 
	 Board, ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, 
	 Hamburg
	 Nikolaus Risch, Member of the Board of Directors, 
	 Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, Munich
09.10 – 09.20	 Introductions
	 Wolfgang Ischinger, Ambassador, Chairman of the 
	 Munich Security Conference, Munich
	 Eberhard Sandschneider, Professor for Chinese 
	 Politics and International Relations, Otto-Suhr-Institut, 
	 Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin 
09.20 – 09.30	 Summer School’s Intention and Program
	 Sascha Suhrke, Program Director, ZEIT-Stiftung 
	 Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, Hamburg	  
09.30 – 10.30	 Introduction Round of Participants
10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee Break
11.00 – 11.30	 Keynote
	 Beyond Gridlock in Global Politics
	 David Held, Master, University College Durham, 
	 Durham	
11.30 – 12.30	 Plenary Discussion	
12.30 – 14.30	 Lunch

Crisis as the New Normal?

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

14.30 – 16.30 	 Panel Discussion
	 Global Security Challenges: Crisis as the New Normal?
	 Hans-Lothar Domröse, Former General, 
	 Federal Armed Forces, Oldenburg
	 Maya Malkani, Deputy Director for North and West 
	 Europe, Department of Defense, Washington, D.C.
	 Cameron Munter, President and CEO, 
	 EastWest Institute, New York
	 Eva-Maria Nag, Executive Editor, Global Policy, Durham
16.30 – 17.00 	 Coffee Break
17.30 – 18.00	 Walk to Pier
18.00 – 19.30	 Dragon Boat Race to Boat House Silwar
19.30 – 22.00	 Barbeque at Boat House Silwar
22.00 – 22.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

Monday, August 15 (Hamburg) 
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Tuesday, August 16 (Hamburg) Tuesday, August 16 (Hamburg) 

Unresolved Issues: Europe, Ukraine and Russia

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

09.00 – 11.00	 Panel Discussion
	 Unresolved Issues: Europe, Ukraine and Russia
	 Ian Lesser, Senior Director, Foreign and Security Policy; 
	 Executive Director, Transatlantic Center, German 
	 Marshall Fund of the United States, Brussels
	 Orysia Lutsevych, Manager, Ukraine Forum, 
	 Chatham House, London
	 Dmitri Trenin, Director, Carnegie Moscow Center, 
	 Moscow
11.00 – 11.30	 Coffee Break

Debating Current Issues in the Near and Middle East

11.30 – 13.30	 Panel Discussion
	 Debating Current Issues in the Near and Middle East
	 Netta Ahituv, Senior Correspondent and Editor, 
	 Haaretz, Tel Aviv
	 Ali Fathollah-Nejad, Associate Fellow, Middle East 
	 and North Africa Program, German Council on 
	 Foreign Relations, Berlin
	 Ramzy Ezzeldin Ramzy, United Nations, Assistant 
	 Secretary General, Deputy Special Envoy for Syria, 
	 Geneva
	 Ayham Kamel, Director, Middle East and North Africa, 
	 Eurasia Group, London
13.30 – 14.30	 Lunch

Breakout Sessions

14.30 – 16.00	 Breakout Sessions
	 I. Israel and Palestine (Room: Außenalster 1)
	 Netta Ahituv, Senior Correspondent and Editor, 
	 Haaretz, Tel Aviv
	 II. Syria (Room: Außenalster 2)
	 Ayham Kamel, Director, Middle East and North Africa, 
	 Eurasia Group, London
	 III. Iran (Room: Winterhude)
	 Ali Fathollah-Nejad, Associate Fellow, Middle East 
	 and North Africa Program, German Council on 
	 Foreign Relations, Berlin
16.00 – 16.30	 Coffee Break
16.30 – 17.00	 Wrap-up of the Breakout Sessions 
	 (Conference Room “Palais”)

Site Visit: Bucerius Kunst Forum and ZEIT-Stiftung

18.30 – 19.00	 Bus Transfer to Bucerius Kunst Forum
19.00 – 20.00	 Exhibition “The World Upside Down. Hieronymus 
	 Bosch’s Century” at Bucerius Kunst Forum
20.00 – 20.15	 Bus Transfer to ZEIT-Stiftung Headquarters
20.15 – 22.30	 Garden Dinner
22.30 – 23.00	 Bus Transfer to Hotel
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The Future of the European Union

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

09.00 – 10.45	 Panel Discussion
	 Cohesion versus Populism:
	 The Future of the European Union after the Brexit
	 Cornelius Adebahr, Associate, Carnegie Endowment 
	 for International Peace, Washington, D.C.
	 Almut Möller, Head of Berlin Office and Senior Policy 
	 Fellow, European Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin
	 Oana Popescu, Director, Global Focus Centre, 
	 Bucharest
	 Brendan Simms, Professor of the History of 
	 International Relations, Department of Politics and 
	 International Studies, University of Cambridge, 
	 Cambridge
10.45 – 11.15	 Coffee Break

Emerging Powers and Global Governance: BRICS

11.15 – 13.00	 Panel Discussion
	 Emerging Powers and Global Governance: BRICS
	 Kai Michael Kenkel, Professor of International 
	 Relations, Pontifical Catholic University of 
	 Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro
	 Ann Lee, Adjunct Professor of Economics and Finance, 
	 New York University, New York
	 HHS Viswanathan, Ambassador, Distinguished Fellow, 
	 Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi	
13.00–14.00	 Lunch

Hamburg Beach Center

14.30 – 15.00	 Bus Transfer to Hamburg Beach Center
15.00 – 18.00	 Beach Volleyball
18.00 – 18.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel
19.45 – 20.00	 Walk to Restaurant Peter Pane
20.00 – 22.30	 Dinner at Restaurant Peter Pane

Wednesday, August 17 (Hamburg) Thursday, August 18 (Hamburg-Berlin) 	

Radical Islam and Extremism

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

09.00 – 09.30	 Keynote
	 Radical Islam
	 Husain Haqqani, Senior Fellow, Director for South 
	 and Central Asia, Hudson Institute, Washington, D.C.
09.30 – 10.30	 Plenary Discussion
10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee Break
11.00 – 13.00	 Panel Discussion
	 Extremism: Finding Approaches to a 
	 Multifaceted Security Challenge
	 Virginia Comolli, Senior Fellow for Security and 
	 Development, The International Institute for 
	 Strategic Studies, London
	 His Holiness the Gyalwang Drukpa, Head of the 
	 Drukpa Order and Founder of the Secular Humanitarian 
	 Organisation Live to Love, Ladakh
	 Alastair King-Smith, Head of International Counter 
	 Extremism, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
	 London
	 Ashraf Swelam, Director, Cairo Center for Conflict 
	 Resolution and Peacekeeping in Africa, Cairo	
13.00 – 14.30	 Lunch
14.30 – 15.30	 Coffee in the Lobby and Loading Luggage onto Bus
15.30 – 19.30	 Bus Ride to Berlin

20.00	 Meeting in Hotel Lobby and Walk to Hansekeller
20.15	 Reception at Hansekeller
	 Hosted by Wolfgang Schmidt, State Secretary, 
	 Plenipotentiary of the Free and Hanseatic City of 
	 Hamburg to the Federation, the European Union 
	 and for Foreign Affairs, Hamburg and Berlin
	
	 Vertretung der Freien und Hansestadt Hamburg 
	 beim Bund 
	 Jägerstraße 1-3
	 10117 Berlin

Hotel	 The Westin Grand
	 Friedrichstraße 158-164
	 10117 Berlin
	 Tel: +49 30 20270
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Workshop – Urban (In)Securities: 
Science. Fiction. International Politics

ANCB The Metropolitan Laboratory – 
Aedes Network Campus Berlin

08.45 – 09.15	 Bus Transfer to ANCB
	
	 Urban (In)Securities: 
	 Science. Fiction. International Politics
	 The workshop will examine questions regarding the 
	 relationship between urbanity and security and will 
	 address central topics such as surveillance/control by 
	 the state, privacy in the smart city/world, segregation, 
	 integration of outsiders and refugees, migration and 
	 the role of urban design in the protection of public 
	 space/buildings through the fictional narratives and 
	 places of science fiction films. This approach ensures 
	 an open, neutral discussion and enables the parti-
	 cipants to discuss very current topics in an “abstract” 
	 and “fictional” way without putting the focus on a 
	 specific government or country of origin. The 
	 participants are encouraged to contribute their own 
	 experience or concrete examples to the discussion.

	 Workshop in collaboration with ANCB and Nadine 
	 Godehardt, German Institute for International and 
	 Security Affairs (SWP), Berlin

09.15 – 10.45	 Welcome
	 Hans-Jürgen Commerell, Director, ANCB 
	 The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes Network 
	 Campus Berlin, Berlin
	 Keynote
	 Uri Aviv, General Director, Tel Aviv International Film 
	 Festival for Science Fiction and the Fantastic Genres, 
	 Tel Aviv
	 Respondents
	 Gabi Schlag, Research Associate, Institute for 
	 International Politics, Helmut Schmidt University, 
	 Hamburg
	 Liam Young, Architect, Founder, 
	 Tomorrows Thoughts Today, London
10.45 – 11.15	 Coffee Break

Saturday, August 20 (Berlin) 

German Foreign Policy

Paul Löbe Haus, German Bundestag

09.00 – 09.30	 Bus Transfer to German Bundestag
09.30 – 11.00	 Panel Discussion
	 Global Challenges and German Foreign Policy	
	 Niels Annen, Member of the German Bundestag, 
	 Spokesman on Foreign Affairs of the SPD Parliamentary 
	 Group in the German Bundestag, Berlin
	 Roderich Kiesewetter, Member of the 
	 German Bundestag, Berlin
	 Jana Puglierin, Head of Program, Alfred von 
	 Oppenheim Center for European Policy Studies, 
	 German Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin
	 Jürgen Trittin, Member of the German Bundestag, 
	 Berlin
11.00 – 11.30	 Coffee Break

Europe: Refugee Policies and Human Rights

11.30 – 13.00	 Panel Discussion
	 Europe: Refugee Policies and Human Rights
	 Anna von Bayern, Journalist and Author, Munich
	 Gerry Salole, CEO, European Foundation Centre, 
	 Brussels
	 Hugh Williamson, Director for Europe and 
	 Central Asia, Human Rights Watch, Berlin
13.00 – 14.00	 Lunch

Global Economic Challenges

14.00 – 15.30	 Panel Discussion
	 Global Economic Challenges
	 Steffen Kern, Chief Economist and Head of Financial 
	 Stability, European Securities and Markets Authority, 
	 Paris
	 Manfred Lahnstein, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
	 ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, Hamburg
	 Stormy-Annika Mildner, Head of Department External 
	 Economic Policy, Federation of German Industries, 
	 Berlin
15.30 – 17.00	 Optional: Guided Tour German Bundestag
19.30 – 20.00	 Meeting in the Hotel Lobby and Walk to Pier
20.00 – 23.00	 Boat Tour and Dinner on the Spree River
 

Friday, August 19 (Berlin) 
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Saturday, August 20 (Berlin) Sunday, August 21 (Berlin)

Berlin Landmarks

10.00 – 10.30	 Checkout and Loading Luggage onto Bus
10.30 – 11.00	 Subway Ride to Berlin Wall Memorial
11.00 – 12.30	 Tour and Exhibition of the Berlin Wall Memorial
12.30 – 14.15	 Free Exploration of Berlin
14.15	 Meeting at Berlin Main Station 
14.52 – 17.20	 Train Ride from Berlin to Bielefeld
17.30 – 18.30	 Bus Transfer from Bielefeld to Paderborn
19.30 – 22.00	 Dinner at Hotel
	 Welcome
	 Martin Nixdorf, Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
	 Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, Munich

Hotel	 Welcome Hotel
	 Fürstenweg 13 
	 33102 Paderborn
	 Tel.: +49 5251 28800

 

11.15 – 13.30	 Concurrent Sessions
	
	 I.  Migration, Integration, and National Security:
	 District 9 (Neill Blomkamp, 2009)
	 Moderator: Lukas Feireiss, Studio Lukas Feireiss, Berlin  
	
	 II. Surveillance and Policing:
	 Minority Report (Steven Spielberg, 2002)
	 Moderator: Nadine Godehardt, Deputy Head of 
	 Research Division Asia, German Institute for International 
	 and Security Affairs (SWP), Berlin

	 III. Societal and Spatial Segregation:
	 Divergent (Neil Burger, 2014)
	 Moderator: Miriam Mlecek, ANCB 
	 The Metropolitan Laboratory, Berlin

13.30 – 15.00	 Lunch and Tour of the Ai Weiwei Exhibition at ANCB
15.00 – 16.00	 Wrap-up
16.00 – 16.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

Free Evening and Preparation Time for Debating Clubs
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Monday, August 22 (Paderborn) Tuesday, August 23 (Hamburg)

Simulation Exercise: HexGame

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

09.00 – 13.00	 Simulation Exercise: HexGame

	 HexGame is a powerful simulation about country 
	 management in a situation of crisis and scarcity. 
	 It shows management challenges at different levels 
	 of government. Participants represent administration 
	 officials; regional and local leaders. The goal of each 
	 team is to provide their settlements, regions, and the 
	 countries with necessary resources, infrastructure, 
	 and services. The game is played in a series of rounds 
	 representing consecutive years. A balance between 
	 short and long-term goals is required, as well as a 
	 balance between the goals of local regions and the 
	 interests of the entire country. Players are faced with 
	 the challenges of negotiations, conflict resolution, 
	 strategy implementation, group leadership, and the 
	 allocation of resources.

	 Workshop with Pracownia Gier Szkoleniowych, Warsaw

13.00 – 14.30	 Lunch
14.30 – 15.15	 Debriefing Simulation Exercise
15.15	 Coffee Break
	 Preparation Time for Debating Clubs
17.30 – 18.00	 Bus Transfer
18.00 – 19.30	 Boat Tour on the Elbe River
19.30 – 00.00	 Dinner and Dance at Restaurant Au Quai
00.00 – 00.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

 

Education in a Digital Environment

Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum

08.30 – 09.00	 Bus Transfer to Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum
09.00 – 09.15	 Group Photo
09.15 – 09.30	 Welcome
	 Horst Nasko, Deputy Chairman of the Board,
	 Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung, Munich
09.30 – 11.30	 Panel Discussion 
	 Education in a Digital Environment
	 Jeff Haywood, Emeritus Professor of Education and 
	 Technology, School of Education, University of 
	 Edinburgh, Edinburgh
	 Friedrich Hesse, Executive Director, Leibniz-Institut 
	 für Wissenschaftsmedien, Tübingen
	 Reinhard Keil, Professor in the Research Group 
	 Contextual Informatics, Heinz Nixdorf Institute, 
	 University of Paderborn, Paderborn
11.30 – 12.00	 Coffee Break
12.00 – 13.30	 Guided Tour through the Computer Museum
13.30 – 14.30	 Lunch 
14.30 – 19.00	 Bus Transfer to Hamburg
	  	
Free Evening and Preparation Time for Debating Clubs
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Wednesday, August 24 (Hamburg) Wednesday, August 24 (Hamburg)

19

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

09.00 – 10.30	 Preparation Time for Debating Clubs
10.30– 11.00	 Coffee Break

Run-Up to the US-Elections 2016

11.00 – 13.00	 Panel Discussion
	 Run-Up to the US-Elections 2016
	 Josef Braml, Resident Fellow, Research Program USA/
	 Transatlantic Relations, German Council on Foreign 
	 Relations, Berlin
	 Martin Klingst, Senior Political Correspondent, 
	 DIE ZEIT, Berlin
	 Erjon Kruja, Foreign Service Officer, 
	 Department of State, Washington, D.C.
	 Daniella Gibbs Léger, Senior Vice President, 
	 Communications and Strategy, Center for 
	 American Progress, Washington, D.C.	
13.00 – 14.00	 Lunch
 

Site Visit: Kampnagel International Summer Festival

Human Rights and Cyber Security

14.00 – 14.30	 Bus Transfer to Kampnagel
14.30 – 16.30	 Panel Discussion
	 Human Rights and Cyber Security: Troubled Relationship?
	 Annegret Bendiek, Senior Associate, Research 
	 Division EU/Europe, German Institute for International 
	 and Security Affairs (SWP), Berlin
	 Paula Kift, Fellow, Information Law Institute and the 
	 Center on Law and Security’s Cyber Scholars Program, 
	 New York University, New York
	 Samir Saran, Senior Fellow and Vice President, 
	 Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi
	 Sean Kanuck, Former National Intelligence Officer for 
	 Cyber, Washington, D.C.
16.30	 Site Visit Kampnagel
	 Amelie Deuflhard, Artistic Director, Kampnagel, 
	 Hamburg
	 András Siebold, Artistic Director, 
	 International Summer Festival, Kampnagel, Hamburg
	 Snacks and Drinks

Public Event at Kampnagel

18.00 – 19.00	 Keynote
	 How democracy gets defeated: The techniques to take 
	 government from the people, and the hacks to get it back
	 Lawrence Lessig, Roy L. Furman Professor of Law 
	 and Leadership, Harvard Law School, Cambridge, 
	 Massachusetts
19.00 – 20.30	 Dinner
20.30 – 21.30	 Theatre: My Stories, Your Emails by Ursula Martinez
21.30 – 23.00	 Time to explore the International Summer Festival
23.00 – 23.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel
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Friday, August 26 (Hamburg)

Debating Clubs

Hotel Le Méridien – Conference Room “Palais”

10.00 – 11.30	 Introduction
	 Sascha Suhrke, Program Director, ZEIT-Stiftung 
	 Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, Hamburg
	 Debating Club I:	 Will the European Union Fall Apart?
	 Debating Club II:	 Will the BRICS Develop a		
	  		  ‘Side World Order’?
	 Debating Club III:	 Should We Fear the Power of 
			   Government over the Internet?
11.30 – 11.50	 Coffee Break
11.50 – 12.30	 Hand-out of Bucerius Summer School Certificates
	 Vote of Thanks
12.30 – 14.00	 Lunch

Closing Event at Town Hall, Emperor Hall

14.00 – 14.30	 Bus Transfer to Town Hall
14.30 – 15.00	 Welcome
	 Wolfgang Schmidt, State Secretary, Plenipotentiary 
	 of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg to the 
	 Federation, the European Union and for Foreign 
	 Affairs, Hamburg and Berlin
	 Keynote
	 Germany’s Role in the UN – Punching Below its Weight?
	 Harald Braun, Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
	 of Germany to the United Nations, New York
15.00 – 15.30	 Q&A
15.30 – 16.00	 Keynote
	 The Election of the UN Secretary General:
	 ‘The Most Impossible Job in the World’
	 Shashi Tharoor, Member of the Indian Parliament, 
	 Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
	 on External Affairs, New Delhi
16.00 – 16.30	 Q&A
16.30 – 17.15	 Reception 
17.15 – 17.45	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

Farewell Dinner

19.00 – 19.30	 Bus Transfer to Restaurant Port
19.30 – 23.00	 Dinner at Restaurant Port
23.00 – 23.30	 Bus Transfer to Hotel

Departure

08.00 – 12.00	 Breakfast and Individual Departure	

Thursday, August 25 (Hamburg)
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Biographies of Speakers

Cornelius Adebahr is a political analyst and 
entrepreneur based in Washington, D.C., and 
Berlin, Germany, working on European foreign 
policy in its broadest sense. He is an Associate 
at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace and an Associate Fellow of the Research 
Institute of the German Council on Foreign Re-
lations. Until 2011, he also was a lecturer at the 
Willy Brandt School of Public Policy at Erfurt Uni-

versity and a member of the Team Europe of the European Commis-
sion. In 2002/2003, he was a Fellow of the Robert Bosch Foundation’s 
Post-Graduate Program in International Affairs. He studied Political 
Science (International Relations), Philosophy, Public Law, and Interna-
tional Economics in Tübingen, Paris, and at the Freie Universität Berlin, 
where he graduated in 2001 before receiving his Ph.D. in 2008.

Netta Ahituv is a senior correspondent and 
editor at Haaretz, a leading liberal newspaper in 
Israel. In 2014 she won the Pratt Prize for journal-
ism in the category of “Extensive and Important 
Body of Work”. She writes thorough investiga-
tive articles about social and environmental  
issues. She also has a weekly radio program 
about urbanism at Galatz Radio Station. She is 
often invited to news panels in varied TV and  

radio programs, both local and international. She has a Master in Envi-
ronmental Philosophy and a Bachelor in Biology and Humanities, both 
from Tel Aviv University. She founded a women’s soccer league in Israel, 
in which 100 women play soccer weekly as a hobby and as an em-
powering tool.

Niels Annen is a foreign policy leader in the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD). 
Since 2014, he serves as the spokesperson on 
foreign affairs of the SPD Parliamentary Group 
in the German Bundestag, where he represents 
the electoral district Hamburg-Eimsbüttel. He is 
also a member of the SPD’s executive commit-
tee. Annen was first elected to the Bundestag 
in 2005, and was a member until 2009, before 
being re-elected in 2013. He currently is a permanent member of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and a substitute member of the Com-
mittee on Economics and Energy. Mr. Annen also serves as deputy 
spokesperson of the Parliamentary Left, the largest political grouping 
within the SPD Parliamentary Group and acts as the chairperson of 
the SPD’s Commission for International Politics, alongside the Presi-
dent of the European Parliament Martin Schulz. Between 2014 and 
2015, he represented the SPD Parliamentary Group in the Commis-
sion on the Review and Safeguarding of Parliamentary Rights regard-
ing Mandats for Bundeswehr Mission Abroad. 

Uri Aviv is the General Director of the Tel Aviv 
International Film Festival for Science Fiction 
and the Fantastic Genres and has been a cultural 
entrepreneur for many years. His primary inter-
ests are science fiction, science communication, 
futures research and the relationship between 
science and technology and art and society. 
Aviv also tries to promote new and innovative 
cultural fields in his projects, such as comics, 
role-playing, video games and geek and web culture. Aviv launched 
Israel’s first international science fiction festival and has been manag-
ing it for the better part of its 15-year history. This diverse international 
cultural event features an international film festival, literary, academic 
and science-oriented conferences, public lectures and panels, art 
workshops and more. He has also begun producing other cultural 
ventures, including a science communication workshop called Viral 
Science and the Dafi Dance Group. Aviv has also developed a succes-
ful career in high-tech, working as a consultant for project coordina-
tion, requirements analysis and as an expert on identity management 
and workflow systems. In his work, Aviv provides a platform for artists, 
filmmakers, authors, comic artists and writers, as well as scientists and 
researchers, to examine each other’s work and present their ideas to 
the general public.
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Biographies of Speakers

Anna von Bayern is a journalist and author. She 
was a politics reporter and editor for Bild am 
Sonntag for six years, for three in the position of 
political correspondent. She was also a member 
of the parliament’s press corps (Bundespresse-
konferenz). Prior to that, Anna attended journal-
ism school (Axel Springer Akademie) in Berlin, 
worked for Publicis Consultants in Paris and the 
National Democratic Institute in Morocco. She 

graduated with a B.A. in History and Political Science from Stanford 
University, did a M.A. in Creative Writing at the University of East An-
glia and is completing a M.A. in Philosophy, Politics and Economics at 
the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in Munich. 

Annegret Bendiek is Senior Associate at the 
Research Division EU/Europe at the German 
Institute for International and Security Affairs 
(SWP) since 2005. From 2003 to 2005, she was 
Assistant Professor at the Department of Po-
litical Science at the University of Bielefeld. She 
focuses on Common Foreign and Security Af-
fairs, European Cyber Security and Transatlatic 
Relations. In 2013/2014 she was a Robert Bosch 

Public Policy Fellow at the Transatlantic Academy at the German 
Marshall Fund in Washington, D.C. In 2014 she has been a member of 
the Policy Planning Staff at the Federal Foreign Office for the project 
Review 2014 – Außenpolitik Weiter Denken. In 2015 she headed the 
project The challenges of digitalization for German Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy at the Federal Foreign Office. 

Josef Braml joined the German Council on 
Foreign Relations (DGAP) in October 2006 as  
Editor-in-Chief of DGAP’s Jahrbuch Internationale 
Politik, and he is also Resident Fellow in the 
Research Program USA/Transatlantic Relations. 
Prior to joining DGAP, Mr. Braml was a Senior 
Research Fellow at the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (SWP), Berlin, 
the Project Leader at the Aspen Institute Berlin, 
a Visiting Scholar at the German-American Center, a Consultant at 
the World Bank, a Guest Scholar at the Brookings Institution, a Con-
gressional Fellow of the American Political Science Association, and 
a member of the Legislative Staff in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He earned a Ph.D. in Political Science (2001) and a Master in In-
ternational Business and Cultural Studies (1997) at the University of 
Passau. His areas of specialization include: American views on world 
order and transatlantic relations; U.S. security, energy, and trade policy; 
domestic, especially economic factors of U.S. foreign policy; compara-
tive governance studies, especially German and U.S. political systems; 
religion and politics/policy-making in the United States; German and 
U.S. think tanks. His most recent book is Auf Kosten der Freiheit: Der Aus-
verkauf der amerikanischen Demokratie und die Folgen für Europa (2016).

Harald Braun has been the Permanent Rep-
resentative of Germany to the United Nations 
since March 2014. In addition, he will assume 
the office of Vice-President of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations in September 
2016. From 2011 until 2014, Ambassador Braun 
was State Secretary of the Federal Foreign Office. 
Between 2009 and 2011 he had been Director-
General for Management of the German For-
eign Office. Former diplomatic postings include Beirut, London, Bu-
jumbura, Washington, D.C., and Paris. From 1992 to 1994 he was Chief 
of Staff to the Foreign Minister and from 2003 to 2005 Deputy Foreign 
and Security Advisor to the Federal Chancellor. From 2005 to 2008 he 
was on leave of absence from the diplomatic service as Corporate 
Senior Vice-President for policy and external relations of Siemens AG. 
Harald Braun studied economics and history in Tübingen and New 
York and completed a doctorate at the State University of New York, 
Stony Brook before entering the Foreign Service in 1981. 
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Amelie Deuflhard is the Artistic Director of 
Kampnagel Hamburg and a Theatre-Producer. 
Between 2000 and 2007, she directed the So-
phiensaele in Berlin. In 2003, she became Chair-
woman of the association “Zwischen Palast Nut-
zung e. V.” (Temporary Palace Use) that aimed to 
enable an artistic program at the demolished 
Palace of the Republic in Berlin. In 2004/05, she 
was one of the Artistic Directors of the “Volkspal-
ast” (People’s Palace), a festival project at the demolished Palace of the 
Republic. Since 2007, Deuflhard is the Artistic Director of Kampnagel 
Hamburg, the biggest independent stage and production venue for 
international performing arts in Germany. She is (Co-)Editor of several 
publications, e.g. VOLKSPALAST – Zwischen Aktivismus und Kunst (2005), 
Spielräume produzieren – Sophiensaele (2006), and ParCITYpate: Art and 
Urban Space (2009). In March 2010, Amelie Deuflhard was awarded 
the Caroline-Neuber award of the city of Leipzig, and in November 
2013, she received the insignia of the Chevaliers des Arts et Lettres 
from the French Ministry of Culture.

Hans-Lothar Domröse has been General of 
the Federal Armed Forces and Commander of 
Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum from 
December 2012 to March 2016. Prior to that, he 
served as the Military Representative to NATO 
and the EU Military Committee in Brussels, after 
assignments as Commander of Special Opera-
tions Division in Regensburg (2006-2008) and as 
Commanding General of EUROCORPS in Stras-
bourg (2009-2011). He joined the German Federal Armed Forces in 
1973 and received his degree “Diplom-Kaufmann” at the University of 
the German Federal Armed Forces in Hamburg in 1977. In 2011, he at-
tended the Senior Education Program on “National and International 
Security” at Harvard Kennedy School. Besides holding different posi-
tions at the German Federal Ministry of Defence and at the Chancel-
lery of the Republic of Germany, he served as Chief of Staff Multina-
tional Brigade South KFOR in Prizren, Kosovo (1999) and Chief of Staff 
HQ ISAF in Kabul, Afghanistan (2008).

Hans-Jürgen Commerell is the Director of the 
ANCB The Metropolitan Laboratory – Aedes 
Network Campus Berlin. He is a photographer, 
curator and publisher, who has been co-direc-
tor of Aedes Architecture Forum in Berlin since 
1994. In 2009, together with Kristin Feireiss, he 
established ANCB The Metropolitan Laboratory 

– Aedes Network Campus Berlin, a cultural plat-
form focusing on the future of our cities. ANCB 

provides an interdisciplinary laboratory environment offering work-
shops, debates and diverse formats in which students and profes-
sionals from architecture and planning, civil society, governance and 
economy share and exchange questions, experience and knowledge.

Virginia Comolli is Senior Fellow for Security 
and Development at the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies (IISS), London. Virginia  
Comolli runs the IISS Security and Development 
Programme which studies how armed violence 
affects less-developed countries and limits their 
ability to meet development goals. Comolli first 
joined the Institute’s Defence Analysis Depart-
ment in 2006 conducting research on Sub-Sa-

haran Africa. A member of the Transnational Threats and Political Risk 
team between 2007 and 2014, she worked on international terror-
ism, radicalisation, organised crime and conflict with a special focus 
on West Africa, the Sahel and Latin America. In this capacity she was 
seconded to the UK Ministry of Justice. Comolli is a member of the 
European Expert Network on Terrorism Issues (EENeT) and of the Glo-
bal Initiative against Transnational Organised Crime. She seats on the 
international advisory board of the African Centre for Peace Building 
(AFCOPB), Ghana, and acts as a Project Associate for the International 
Drug Policy Project at the London School of Economics (LSE) and as 
a Technical Advisor at the Global Drug Policy Observatory at Swan-
sea University, UK. Virginia holds a First Class Honours degree in War 
Studies and American Studies from the University of Wolverhampton 
and a Master in Intelligence and Strategic Studies at the University of 
Wales, Aberystwyth. 
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His Holiness the Gyalwang Drukpa is the reli-
gious head of the 1000-year old Drukpa lineage 
of Tibetan Mahayana Buddhism. The Gyalwang 
Drukpa has received many international awards, 
amongst them the Millennium Development 
Goals Award of the UN, the Indian Green Hero 
Award and the honour of the U.S. American 
Waterkeeper Alliance – Keeper of the Himalaya. 
He is also founder of the international, secular 

and humanitarian organisation Live To Love. The holistic approach of 
Live To Love focuses on education, environmental preservation and 
animal protection, gender equality, medical services and relief aid 
as well as cultural preservation. The Gyalwang Drukpa is an ambas-
sador for peace, a committed environmentalist and an advocate for 
gender equality. With quite vivid actions he is bringing his vision alive. 
Together with many of his nuns he has cycled from Nepal to India and 
back again, he walked across the Indian subcontinent, all in order to 
set an example for environmental protection and to promote gender 
equality. In North Indian Ladakh, a historic Drukpa homeland and a 
critical region of different political interests, the Gyalwang Drukpa is 
advocating a cultural togetherness, appreciating different beliefs and 
cultural backgrounds. 

Ali Fathollah-Nejad is an Iranian-German po-
litical scientist and currently an Associate Fellow 
with the Middle East and North Africa Program 
of the German Council on Foreign Relations 
in Berlin. Educated at universities in France 
(Sciences-Po Lille), Germany (Münster) and the 
Netherlands (Twente), he earned his Ph.D. in 
International Relations from the Department of 
Development Studies of the School of Oriental 

and African Studies, University of London. Fathollah-Nejad is also a 
Research Associate at the Centre of International Cooperation and 
Development Research of the Université libre de Bruxelles and a Re-
search Fellow at the German Orient Institute. He is currently teaching 
courses at Freie Universität Berlin, at the Center for Middle Eastern 
and North African Politics as well as at the Universität Duisburg-Essen. 
Previously, he has taught at the University of Westminster (Visiting 
Lecturer in Globalization and Development with focus on the Middle 
East) and at the School of Oriental and African Studies. He is also the 
author of two acclaimed monographs: Iran in the Eye of Storm: Back-
grounds of a Global Crisis (2007), and The Iran Conflict and the Obama 
Administration (2010).

Lukas Feireiss has a background in philosophy 
and cultural studies and runs the Berlin-based 
interdisciplinary creative practice Studio Lukas 
Feireiss, focused on the discussion and media-
tion of architecture, art and visual culture in the 
urban realm. In his artistic, curatorial, editorial 
and consultative work he aims at the critical cut-
up and playful re-evaluation of creative and spa-
tial production modes and their diverse socio-
cultural and medial conditions. Studio Lukas Feireiss provides overall 
conceptual development, design and implementation for diverse 
formats of knowledge dissemination and visual communication – 
such as exhibitions, publications, symposiums and other events – that 
cultivate contemporary cultural reflexivity. It thereby aims to find in-
dividualized narrative solutions for the translation of specific cultural 
inquiries into a wider societal discourse. Lukas Feireiss is author and 
editor of numerous books, and curator of manifold exhibitions. He has 
lectured and taught at various universities worldwide including the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, ETH Swiss Institute of Technol-
ogy, University of Arts Berlin, University of Applied Arts Vienna, Univer-
sity of Arts Linz, and is currently visiting-professor at the DesignLab at 
Gerrit Rietveld Academy, Amsterdam.

Daniella Gibbs Léger is the Senior Vice President 
for Communications and Strategy at the Center 
for American Progress. Previously, she was the 
organization’s Senior Vice President for American 
Values and New Communities, where her work fo-
cused on the intersection of politics, race, demo-
graphic change, religion, and values. Prior to that, 
Gibbs Léger served as a special assistant to the 
president and director of message events in the 
Obama administration. Prior to joining the White House in January 2009, 
she was the Vice President for Communications at American Progress, 
where she specialized in domestic and economic policy, as well as 
American Progress’s overall communications strategy. She has also been 
the deputy director of communications at the Democratic National 
Committee, where she began working in June 2002 as communica-
tions director for the Women’s Vote Center in the political department. 
Prior to that, Gibbs Léger spent two years at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association as their marketing associate and political liaison. 
She also worked at Sony Music in New York City for three years before 
moving to Washington, D.C. Gibbs Léger has been a guest on numerous 
TV and radio shows and has been quoted in various print publications 
and she holds a degree in government and a minor in sociology from 
the University of Virginia. 



Biographies of Speakers

31

Biographies of Speakers

Husain Haqqani served as Pakistan’s Ambassa-
dor to the United States from 2008-2011 and is 
widely credited with managing a difficult part-
nership during a critical phase in the global war 
on terrorism. Considered an expert on radical 
Islamist movements, he is currently Director for 
South and Central Asia at Hudson Institute in 
Washington, D.C. Haqqani also co-edits the jour-
nal Current Trends in Islamist Ideology. Haqqani 
has been a journalist, academic and diplomat in addition to serving 
as advisor to four Pakistani Prime Ministers, including the late Benazir 
Bhutto. He received Hilal-e-Imtiaz, one of Pakistan’s highest civilian 
honors for public service. His 2005 book Pakistan Between Mosque and 
Military was acclaimed for explaining the roots of Pakistan’s foreign 
and domestic policies. His 2013 book Magnificent Delusions: US, Paki-
stan and an Epic History of Misunderstanding which came out in 2013 
has been described as in the media as “the most clear-eyed history of 
the US-Pakistan relationship yet published.”

Jeff Haywood is Emeritus Professor of Educa-
tion and Technology in the School of Educa-
tion at the University of Edinburgh. His research 
interests are in the development of strategies 
for effective use of Information and Commu-
nications Technology in education at institu-
tional, national and international levels, with a 
particular emphasis on understanding learner 
experiences. He is a past member of the UK 
Joint Information Systems Committee Board, the Chair of the Coimbra 
Group E-Learning Group, and a member of the Scottish Government’s 
Information and Communications Technology for Excellence Group. 
Until 2015, he was Vice Principal for Knowledge Management, Chief 
Information Officer and Librarian at the University of Edinburgh, re-
sponsible for the University’s integrated Information Service. He then 
took on the role of Vice Principal Digital Education at the University of 
Edinburgh, leading the university’s digital education strategy.

Nadine Godehardt joined the Asia Division of 
the German Institute for International and Secu-
rity Affairs (SWP) in 2013, where she has to deal 
with current political issues on a daily basis. Her 
main working field comprises China’s foreign 
policy, particularly China’s regional challenges 
in Asia including the question of the Korean 
Peninsula, the Diaoyu/Senkaku-island dispute 
between China and Japan as well as China’s re-

action to the ISAF withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2014. Godehardt is 
further interested in the analysis of “moments of crisis in international 
politics” (such as in the case of Afghanistan, Syria or Ukraine) and spe-
cifically in the question of how UNSC’s members use these crises in 
their domestic discourse on “national or regional stability”. In this re-
gard, she currently works on a joint research proposal with colleagues 
from the Center for Security Studies at the ETH Zurich. Prior to the 
SWP, Godehardt worked at the German Institute of Global and Area 
Studies (GIGA) in Hamburg for five years. During this time, she also 
finished her Ph.D. in International Relations with a dissertation about 
The Chinese Constitution of Central Asia. Regions and Intertwined Actors 
in International Relations which was just published.

Since 1997, Michael Göring has been CEO and 
member of the Executive Board – since 2005 
Chairman – of the Hamburg-based ZEIT-Stiftung 
Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, one of the largest 
foundations in Germany. He is also Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the Bucerius Law School 
and the Bucerius Kunst Forum. As one of Ger-
many’s philanthropic leaders, he is involved with 
numerous foundations and private organizations. 

Among his board and advisory board memberships are: the German As-
sociation of Foundations (Chairman of the Board), the German National 
Merit Foundation, the Stiftung für die Hamburger Kunstsammlungen 
(foundation supporting the purchase of fine art for museums in Ham-
burg), the Hamburg Regional Advisory Council of Deutsche Bank, and 
the advisory board of Hamburger Sparkasse (HASPA). Since 2000, he 
has taught as honorary professor at the Cultural and Media Manage-
ment Institute at the Hamburg School of Music and Theatre. Michael 
Göring studied at the Universities of Cologne, Swansea (UK), Munich 
and Wayne State Detroit and holds a first German State Exam in Anglis-
tics, Geography, North American Studies and Philosophy. He received 
his Ph.D. in English Literature. He is, among other publications, author of 
Unternehmen Stiftung (2009) and author of three novels, Der Seiltänzer 
(2011), Vor der Wand (2013) and Spiegelberg (2016).
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Wolfgang Ischinger has been the Chairman of 
the Munich Security Conference since 2008. He 
served as Germany’s Ambassador to the Court 
of St. James’s (2006-2008) and to the United 
States of America (2001-2006). In 2007, he was 
the European Union’s representative in the 
Troika negotiations on Kosovo. Mr. Ischinger was 
State Secretary of the German Foreign Office 
from 1998 to 2001, and has served in a number 
of posts in Bonn, Berlin, Washington, D.C., New York, and Paris. From 
1993 to 1995, he was Director of Policy Planning, and from 1995 to 
1998, Political Director of the German Foreign Ministry. He is a mem-
ber of the European Council on Foreign Relations and the Trilateral 
Commission, and serves on a number of non-profit boards.

Ayham Kamel is Director for Middle East and 
North Africa at Eurasia Group. Ayham Kamel 
leads coverage of regional geopolitics, Iraq, and 
the Levant area (Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon). His 
worked focuses on the U.S. role in the Middle 
East, Iran-Saudi Arabia relations, energy policy, 
the Islamic State, and risks of financial instability 
in the region. Mr. Kamel is a regular speaker at 
conferences, workshops, and think tanks in the 
U.S., Europe, and Asia. Prior to joining Eurasia Group, he worked with 
investment firms where he managed strategic relations with com-
panies from the Gulf Cooperation Council countries and Europe. Mr. 
Kamel has also conducted research on geostrategic issues, foreign aid, 
democratization, and business operations in emerging markets for 
the U.S. Senate, the National Democratic Institute, and the Center for 
International Private Enterprise. He holds a Master in Foreign Service 
from Georgetown University, which he earned as a Fulbright scholar.

David Held has been Master of University Col-
lege, Durham and Professor of Politics and Inter-
national Relations at Durham University since 
2012. Prior to that, he was the Co-Director of 
the Centre for the Study of Global Governance 
at the London School of Economics (LSE), and 
Graham Wallas Professor of Political Science at 
LSE. His lectures and main research focus on 
rethinking democracy at transnational and 

international levels, as well as on issues of international justice and 
globalization. He has strong interests both in political theory and in 
the more empirical dimensions of political analysis. He holds a B.Sc. in 
Technology and Management Sciences from Manchester University 
and an M.Sc. and Ph.D. in Political Science from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in Cambridge. He conducted post-doctoral 
research at Cambridge University and has been Visiting Professor at 
Sciences Po in Paris since 2007.

Friedrich Hesse is Executive Director of the 
Leibniz-Institut für Wissensmedien in Tübingen, 
Germany. He is Scientific Vice-President of the 
German Leibniz Association, an umbrella organ-
ization for 88 research institutions in Germany. 
He is holding the Chair of the Department for 
Applied Cognitive Psychology and Media Psy-
chology at the University of Tübingen and he 
is the head of the first Leibniz-Wissenschafts- 

Campus ‘Informational environment’. Friedrich Hesse studied at the 
Universities of Marburg and Düsseldorf, received his doctorate at the 
RWTH Aachen and qualified as Professor of Psychology at the Univer-
sity of Göttingen. He was Research Fellow at the Learning Research 
and Development Center and at the Carnegie Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh, USA. He was also Director of the Laboratoire Europeén 
de Recherche sur les Apprentissages et les Nouvelles Technologies 
France.
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Kai Michael Kenkel is Associate Professor at 
the Institute of International Relations at the 
Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro 
and Associated Researcher at the German Insti-
tute of Global and Areas Studies in Hamburg. He 
was trained at the Graduate Institute in Geneva 
and at The Johns Hopkins University. He has 
published extensively on issues surrounding 
humanitarian intervention and the Responsibil-
ity to Protect, as well as United Nations peace operations, with a focus 
on Brazil’s role therein. He has been editor of the respected Brazilian 
international relations journal Contexto Internacional and has served 
on the board of the Brazilian Defence Studies Association.  

Steffen Kern is Chief Economist and Head of 
Financial Stability of the European Securities 
and Markets Authority in Paris. Appointed in 
2012, his responsibilities include the analysis of 
market developments and identification of risks 
and vulnerabilities in the securities and deriva-
tives markets, the institutional investor industry 
as well as the financial market infrastructure 
of the EU. He is a technical advisor to the EU’s 
macro-prudential supervisory council (European Systemic Risk Board, 
ESRB), co-chairs the ESRB’s Expert Group on Shadow Banking, and is a 
member of the International Organization of Securities Commissions’ 
Committee on Emerging Risks. Before joining the EU’s public service, 
he had worked for Deutsche Bank, including positions as Director for 
International Financial Market Policy, as Senior Economist at Deutsche 
Bank Research, and at the Group Board offices. Kern is a Professor at 
the University of Mainz teaching International Financial Market Devel-
opment, Regulation, and Supervision, and has been appointed advisor 
to the World Economic Forum on global financial system reform. He 
served as a Senior Fellow of the Transatlantic Academy in Washington, 
D.C., and was appointed the 2011 Helmut Schmidt Fellow of the ZEIT-
Stiftung and the German Marshall Fund. He holds academic degrees 
in Economics, Politics, and Philosophy from the Universities of Oxford 
and Leuven and a Doctorate from Erasmus University Rotterdam.

Sean Kanuck is the former National Intelligence 
Officer for Cyber Issues at the Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence of the United States. 
Kanuck led the U.S. Intelligence Community in 
cyber analysis, directed the production of Na-
tional Intelligence Estimates, and represented 
the Intelligence Community on cyber issues 
when briefing the White House and testifying 
before Congress. Kanuck previously served in 

CIA’s Information Operations Center, as an Intelligence Fellow with 
the National Security Council, and on the U.S. delegation to the UN 
Group of Governmental Experts on international information secu-
rity. He is a professional attorney whose academic publications focus 
on information warfare and international law. He holds degrees from 
Harvard (A.B., J.D.), the London School of Economics (M.Sc.), and the 
University of Oslo (LL.M.).

Reinhard Keil is Professor for Contextual In-
formatics at the Heinz Nixdorf Institute of the 
University of Paderborn. He obtained his doc-
torate degree in Software-Engineering and 
the venia legendi (Habilitation) for Computer 
Science from the Technical University of Berlin. 
From 1990 until 1991 he was a research fellow 
at the University of Maryland, College Park. He 
is currently Dean of the Faculty for Electrical En-

gineering, Computer Science, and Mathematics. He also has been the 
head of the board of directors of the Heinz Nixdorf Institute. He was a 
founding member (1985) and chairman (1993-2003) of the board of 
directors of the German Computer Professionals for Peace and Social 
Responsibility. He has been appointed expert advisor and consultant 
by several state and federal ministries in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 
and Norway and acts as a reviewer for the European Commission. He 
acted as a guest member of the advisory council on Multimedia in 
Academic Teaching of the German Science Council and was an ap-
pointed member of advisory councils for several national and interna-
tional research institutions. His work comprises more than 180 publi-
cations including 15 books.
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Alastair King-Smith is a British Diplomat, cur-
rently serving as Head of International Counter 
Extremism at the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office in London. In that capacity he is leading 
the UK’s efforts to counter extremism and work 
with partners to build a more robust, effective 
international response. He is also the official 
co-chair of the working group of the Global 
Counter Terrorism Forum on countering violent 
extremism. Alastair was previously Head of Strategic Campaigns and 
Planning, leading the counter Daesh Coalition’s strategic commu-
nications efforts and overseeing the UK’s communication campaigns 
on Iraq/Syria and other foreign policy issues, such as stabilising 
Ukraine and preventing sexual violence in conflict. Alastair’s postings 
overseas have been primarily in the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia, 
including short tours as Deputy High Commissioner to Nairobi over 
the Kenyan elections, as Deputy Ambassador to Tel Aviv working on 
the Israel-Palestinian conflict, as well as in Pakistan, Iraq, Sudan, Libya, 
and Egypt, where he studied Arabic. As Head of Near East Group, he 
was responsible for the UK’s policy towards the Middle East Peace 
Process and relations with Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, and Palestine.

Martin Klingst is a senior political correspond-
ent with DIE ZEIT in Berlin, Germany. Before, he 
served as his paper’s bureau chief in Washing-
ton, D.C. from 2007 to 2014 and as DIE ZEIT’s 
senior political editor in Hamburg from 1998 to 
2007. Mr. Klingst studied law in Freiburg, Geneva 
and Hamburg and worked for the Institute of In-
ternational Affairs at the University of Hamburg. 
In 2006, he was a fellow at the Center for Euro-
pean Studies at Harvard University, where he lectured on the German 
reform process, terrorism and civil rights, and Europe’s engagement 
in the Middle East. Before assuming his position with DIE ZEIT in 1996, 
Mr. Klingst worked as a journalist for the North German Public Broad-
casting Corporation NDR and the weekly paper Deutsches Allgemeines 
Sonntagsblatt. He wrote on domestic topics as well as on international 
affairs. He covered the Balkan wars and many conflicts including Israel, 
Palestine, India and China. In 2013 he was honored with the George F. 
Kennan editorial award.

Roderich Kiesewetter is Member of the Ger-
man Bundestag (CDU) and former General 
Staff Officer of the Federal Armed Forces. He is 
representative of foreign affairs for the CDU/
CSU-Caucus. He has been a member of the Ger-
man Bundestag (Parliament) since 2009. In the 
Bundestag he serves as member of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs (since 2009). Since 2010 
he serves as Head of the German Delegation 

at the Parliamentary Assembly-Union for Mediterranean and Deputy 
Head of the German Delegation at the interparliamentary conference 
for the common foreign and security policy and the common secu-
rity and defence policy. From April 2014 to March 2015, Kiesewetter 
served as representative of the Committee of inquiry on the NSA rev-
elations. Since November 2014 he is chairman of the CDU’s federal 
specialised committee on foreign, security, development and human 
rights policy. Since 2015, Roderich Kiesewetter represents the CDU/
CSU parliamentary group in a crossparty committee headed by 
former defense minister Volker Rühe to review the country’s parlia-
mentary rules on military deployments (“Rühe-Commission”). 

Paula Kift is a Fellow at the Information Law 
Institute and the Center on Law and Security’s 
Cyber Scholars Program at New York University 
(NYU) as well as a doctoral student in the De-
partment of Media, Culture, and Communica-
tion at NYU. She is interested in global privacy 
governance, transborder data flows and the 
framing of privacy and security in policy dis-
courses. Together with her thesis advisor Helen 

Nissenbaum, she recently completed a legal and normative analysis 
of the NSA’s former bulk telephony metadata collection program. 
Paula earned a B.A. summa cum laude from Princeton University in 
2012, where she studied French Literature and Political Science as 
a major, and Near Eastern Studies and European Cultural Studies as 
minors. During her undergraduate studies, she completed exchange 
semesters at the Universities of Barcelona and Paris. In 2014 Paula Kift 
received a Master in Public Policy from the Hertie School of Govern-
ance in Berlin. Previously she worked as a research assistant at the 
Alexander von Humboldt Institute for Internet and Society and at the 
Global Public Policy Institute in Berlin. She is a member of the Global 
Public Policy Institute Circle of Friends and an Associate Member of 
the American Council on Germany.
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Ann Lee is an an Adjunct Professor of Econom-
ics and Finance at New York University. She is 
also a former visiting professor at Peking Uni-
versity where she taught macroeconomics and 
financial derivatives. She consults with policy-
makers from Europe, Asia, Latin America, and 
the U.S. about U.S.-China relations, international 
finance and trade, and China’s political economy. 
In addition to television and radio appearances 
on MSNBC, Bloomberg, ABC, CBS, CNN, CNBC, Fox Business, NPR, CCTV, 
the BBC among many others, her op-eds have appeared in such 
publications as The New York Times, The Financial Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, Newsweek, Businessweek, Forbes, Harvard Business Review, The 
American Prospect, The American Banker, The Hong Kong Economic Jour-
nal, and China Newsweek. She has been quoted in hundreds of pub-
lications and has been an invited speaker at numerous industry and 
academic conferences around the world. A former investment banker 
in high yield bonds and technology stocks as well as a partner and 
credit derivatives trader in two multi-billion dollar hedge fund firms, 
Lee is also the author of What the U.S. Can Learn from China, an award 
winning international bestseller, and is an active member of the Au-
thors Guild and the Pen America Society. She attended U.C. Berkeley, 
Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of International Affairs, 
and Harvard Business School.

Erjon Kruja is a Foreign Service Officer with 
the U.S. Department of State. Mr. Kruja became 
a diplomat following 15 years of experience 
in national security and strategic communica-
tions with NATO, the U.S. military, and the U.S. 
government. He was a Presidential Manage-
ment Fellow with the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense for Policy where he worked as Director 
for Strategy and Planning, NATO Policy. Mr. Kruja 

also served at the U.S. Embassy in Tirana, Albania where he coordi-
nated U.S. government interagency efforts on Countering Violent Ex-
tremism, a major White House Initiative. He was a strategy consultant 
with Booz Allen Hamilton, where he supported the Department of 
Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs.  Mr. Kruja has worked for 
NATO missions in Afghanistan and Kosovo. He holds a Master of Sci-
ence in Foreign Service from Georgetown University and a Master in 
Political Management from George Washington University.

Manfred Lahnstein is Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und 
Gerd Bucerius. He served as Federal Minister of 
Finance in 1982, and was Head of the Federal 
Chancellery in Bonn from 1980 to 1982. Previ-
ously, he served as State Secretary of the Fed-
eral Ministry of Finance from 1977 to 1980. He 
was active in the private sector as a member of 
the Board of Directors for Bertelsmann AG from 

1983 to 1994, where he was responsible for the development of the 
New Media sector. From 1994 to 1998, he was a member of Bertels-
mann’s Supervisory Board. In 1994, he founded Lahnstein & Partner, 
International Consultants, Hamburg.
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Ian Lesser is Senior Director for Foreign Policy 
at The German Marshall Fund of the United 
States (GMF), and a member of GMF’s executive 
team. He also serves as executive director of the 
Transatlantic Center, GMF’s Brussels office, and 
leads GMF’s work on the Mediterranean, Turkey, 
and the wider Atlantic. Prior to joining GMF, Dr. 
Lesser was vice president and director of stud-
ies at the Pacific Council on International Policy. 

He came to the Pacific Council from RAND Corporation, where he 
spent over a decade as a senior analyst and research manager spe-
cializing in strategic studies. From 1994 to 1995, he was a member of 
the Policy Planning Staff at the U.S. Department of State, responsible 
for Turkey, Southern Europe, North Africa, and the multilateral track of 
the Middle East peace process. Lesser is a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations, the International Institute for Strategic Studies, and 
the Pacific Council on International Policy. He serves on the advisory 
boards of the NATO Defense College Foundation, the International 
Spectator, Turkish Policy Quarterly, and Insight Turkey, has been a sen-
ior fellow of the Onassis and Luso-American foundations, and a public 
policy scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, D.C. He 
serves as a senior advisor to the Commander, United States European 
Command. Lesser was educated at the University of Pennsylvania, the 
London School of Economics, and the Fletcher School of Law and  
Diplomacy, and received his D. Phil from Oxford University.

Lawrence Lessig is Roy L. Furman Professor of 
Law and Leadership at Harvard Law School, re-
cent Presidential Candidate, and the Internet’s 
most celebrated lawyer. One of the most inspir-
ing and visionary thought leaders of the digital 
age, Lawrence Lessig occupies a unique place at 
the intersection of transformative ideals, citizen 
activism and the future of the law, digital tech-
nologies, and democracy itself. His signature 

rapid-fire presentation style, known as the “Lessig Method” uses dy-
namic typography and thought-provoking visuals to seize attention 
and deeply inform. Lessig first became known for developing the very 
foundations of internet law, allowing the sharing of copyrighted con-
tent. He has since taken on issues at the core of our system of govern-
ment. His 2015 presidential campaign was a crusade for campaign 
finance reform with a clarion call to “fix democracy first.” Each of his 
three TED talks have more than one million views online.

Orysia Lutsevych is manager of the Ukraine 
Forum in the Russia and Eurasia Programme 
at Chatham House. Her work focuses on so-
cial change and the role of civil society in the 
democratic transition in the post-Soviet region. 
During the last two years she was researching 
Russian proxy groups and state-linked NGOs 
in the contested neighbourhood of the East-
ern Partnership region. She is author of the 
two Chatham House Briefing Papers: Agents of the Russian World: 
Proxy Groups in the Contested Neighbourhood (2016) and How to Fin-
ish a Revolution: Civil Society and Democracy in Georgia, Moldova and 
Ukraine (2013). She also provides consultancy services on programme 
development and evaluation, citizen engagement and high-impact 
strategies, and has evaluated programmes for the European Endow-
ment for Democracy, USAID, the PACT Foundation and the Open 
Society Foundations. Her media work includes contributions to the 
BBC, CNN, the Financial Times, the New York Times and openDemocracy. 
Before joining Chatham House, she led the start-up of Europe House 
Georgia and was executive director of the Open Ukraine Foundation. 
She has a Master in International Relations from Lviv State University 
and a Master in Public Administration from the University of Missouri-
Columbia.

Maya Malkani is presently the Deputy Director 
for North and West Europe to the U.S. Secretary 
of Defense. Having served with the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense (OSD) since 2007, her exper-
tise includes advising senior U.S. officials on the 
formulation and management of defense policy 
towards multiple European and African states, 
coordinating lines of effort on major security 
issues with allies and partners, and overseeing  
counterterrorism policy and special operations initiatives. Prior to  
joining OSD, Maya held private sector positions at Eurasia Group and 
DFI International, where she focused on regional political military 
studies and functional analyses for security sector clients. Her profes-
sional experience also includes positions with the Woodrow Wilson 
Center for International Scholars, U.S. Department of State, Zurich 
Canton School for Adults, and United Nations Radio. Maya holds an 
M.A. in International Affairs from American University, dual B.A. in  
Political Science and German from Binghamton University. 
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Almut Möller joined the European Council on 
Foreign Relations (ECFR) in October 2015 as a 
senior policy fellow to head the Berlin office. She 
has published and spoken widely on European 
affairs, foreign and security policy, and Germa-
ny’s role in the EU, and is a frequent commenta-
tor in the international media. Möller started her 
career in the think tank world at the Centre for 
Applied Policy Research at the Ludwig-Maximil-
ians-Universität in Munich (1999-2008) and then worked as an inde-
pendent political analyst in London, focussing on EU-Middle East rela-
tions (2008-2010). Before joining ECFR she led the Europe programme 
at the German Council on Foreign Relations (2010-2015). Research 
fellowships have taken her to Renmin University of China in Beijing, 
the Al Ahram Center for Political and Security Studies in Cairo and 
the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies (AICGS) at 
Johns Hopkins University in Washington, D.C., where she continues to 
engage as a non-resident fellow. Möller is a member of the extended 
board of Women in International Security (WIIS.de) as well as a mem-
ber of the 14th Advisory Board on the “Internal Leadership” concept 
(“Innere Führung”) of the German Federal Minister of Defence.

Stormy-Annika Mildner is Head of the Depart-
ment External Economic Policy of the Federa-
tion of German Industries (BDI). At BDI she is 
responsible for the topics foreign trade, invest-
ment protection, export promotion, and North 
America. Before joining BDI in 2014, Mildner was 
a member of the Executive Board of the Ger-
man Institute for International and Security Af-
fairs (SWP), a policy-oriented think tank based 

in Berlin. At SWP she headed several projects including Transatlan-
tic Risk Governance, the GIBSA Quadrilogue, Resource Politics of the 
G20 Countries, and Competition for Scarce Resources. Before joining 
SWP, she worked for the German Council on Foreign Relations, where 
she headed the program Globalization and the World Economy 
(2000-2002). From 2005 to 2006 Mildner was a lecturer at the John 
F. Kennedy Institute of the Freie Universität Berlin. In spring 2010, she 
was a visiting fellow at the American Institute for Contemporary Ger-
man Studies in Washington, D.C. where she is still a non-resident Sen-
ior Fellow. In fall 2011 she was a visiting fellow at the German Mar-
shall Fund’s Transatlantic Academy in Washington, D.C. She regularly 
teaches classes on International Economics and Trade at the Hertie 
School of Governance. Mildner conducted her Bachelor studies in 
economics and North American studies at the Freie Universität Ber-
lin and earned a Master of Science in international political economy 
from the London School of Economics. She wrote her Ph.D. thesis at 
the Freie Universität Berlin.

Miriam Mlecek is an architect and researcher 
at the University of Hanover and programme 
manager at ANCB The Metropolitan Laboratory – 
Aedes Network Campus Berlin. She founded the 
Transit Lounge studio, an experiment in transdis-
ciplinary collaboration in Berlin/Sydney and was 
involved as contributor with the German Ar-
chitecture Centre Berlin and the transmediale 
festival after years of working for renown archi-

tecture firms and the University of Sydney. She also worked on the 
publication Selfmade City by Kristien Ring and co-edited the publica-
tion Perception in Architecture together with Bauhaus director Claudia 
Perren.
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Eva-Maria Nag is an Executive Editor at Global 
Policy and an academic at the School of Govern-
ment and International Affairs (Durham Univer-
sity) and Research Associate at the Public Policy 
Group (LSE). Eva-Maria Nag received her Ph.D. 
on Indian political thought from the LSE and 
taught undergraduate and postgraduate cours-
es on political theory and South Asian studies at 
the LSE, SOAS and King’s College London. She 
is the founding Executive Editor of Global Policy. An expert in com-
parative political theory, her research interests include theories of de-
mocracy and violence in South Asia and the ideational implications 
of multipolarity in the international system. Her latest major research 
project was Climate Governance in the Developing World (with David 
Held and Charles Roger).

Horst Nasko is Deputy Chairman of the Board 
of the Heinz Nixdorf Foundation and of the 
Foundation Westfalen and was also speaker of 
the Board of the Nixdorf Computer AG. After 
his activity as Deputy Chairman of the Board 
of the Siemens Nixdorf Information System AG 
Horst Nasko was Chairman of the EU research 
program JESSI and MEDEA. Furthermore, he was  
the Chairman of the Senate of the Frauenhofer-
Gesellschaft and active in different supervisory boards, e.g. Hösch AG, 
Europacolor in France or the computer companies Modcomp and 
Pyramid in the U.S. Currently Nasko is member of the board of trus-
tees at the Institute for Media- and Communications Management 
at the University of St. Gallen, at the Frauenhofer-Institut IOSB, Heinz 
Nixdorf Institute and at the German Museum.
    
Martin Nixdorf became Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Heinz Nixdorf Foundation 
and of the Foundation Westfalen in 2009, hav-
ing previously served on the boards for almost 
25 years. He is the oldest son of Heinz Nixdorf, 
the founder of both foundations, who died 
in 1986. Traditionally, Mr. Nixdorf directed the 
Ahorn Sportpark, aside from the Heinz Nixdorf 
MuseumsForum the only subsidiary of the foun-
dation, as well as projects focusing on sports. Now his responsibilities 
also include youth development projects and finance. 

Cameron Munter is President and CEO of the 
EastWest Institute (EWI) in New York. The East-
West Institute works to reduce international 
conflict, addressing seemingly intractable prob-
lems that threaten world security and stability. 
He came to the EWI after a distinguished ca-
reer in diplomacy and academia. Ambassador 
Munter served as a U.S. Foreign Service Officer 
for nearly three decades, having served in some 

of the most conflict-ridden areas of the globe. He was Ambassador to 
Pakistan (2010-2012) guiding U.S.-Pakistani relations through a period 
of crisis, including the operation against Osama Bin Laden in Abbotta-
bad. He was Ambassador to Serbia (2007-2009), where he negotiated 
Serbia domestic consensus for European integration while managing 
the Kosovo independence crisis. He served twice in Iraq, leading the 
first Provincial Reconstruction Team in Mosul in 2006 and then hand- 
ling political-military affairs in Baghdad in 2009-2010. Previous over-
seas postings included Deputy Chief of Mission in Poland (2002-2005) 
and in the Czech Republic (2005-2007). In Washington, he was Direc-
tor for Central Europe at the National Security Council (1999-2001), 
Executive Assistant to the Counselor of the Department of State 
(1998-1999), Director of the Northern European Initiative (1998), and 
Chief of Staff in the NATO Enlargement Ratification Office (1997-1998). 
Munter was Professor of International Relations at Pomona College in 
Claremont, California and served as a consultant to the equity funds 
KKR and Europe Partners. He came to Pomona from Columbia Univer-
sity Law School in New York, where he was visiting professor during 
the fall term of 2012. He is a non-resident fellow of Harvard Univer-
sity’s Kennedy School of Government and a member of the American 
Academy of Diplomacy. Ambassador Munter graduated magna cum 
laude from Cornell University in 1976 and earned a doctoral degree in 
modern European history from the Johns Hopkins University in 1983.
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Ramzy Ezzeldin Ramzy assumed the position 
of Deputy Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-
General for Syria in September 2014. Prior to 
his appointment, Ambassador Ramzy served as 
a career diplomat in the Foreign Service of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt for more than 35 years, 
covering a range of multilateral and bilateral  
files, culminating in the highest non-political 
Foreign Service position of First Secretary-Gen-
eral at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (September-December 2012). 
His previous postings include Ambassador of Egypt to the Federal 
Republic of Germany (2008-2012), Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations and other international organizations based in Vienna, 
and Ambassador to Austria (2003-2007). During his time in Vienna, 
Ambassador Ramzy also served on the Board of Governors of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. He further served as Ambas-
sador to Brazil (1997-2000), and was the Deputy Chief of Mission in 
Washington, D.C. Prior assignments include the Egyptian Embassy in 
Moscow and the Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations 
in New York. In addition, Ambassador Ramzy served as Head of Mis-
sion of the League of Arab States to Austria and Permanent Observer 
to the United Nations and other International Organizations in Vienna 
(May 2013-August 2014). 

Nikolaus Risch is a Member of the Board of 
the Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung. From 2003 to 2015 
he was President of the University of Paderborn. 
He studied Chemistry at the Technical University 
Braunschweig, where he earned his doctorate in 
1975. He taught Chemistry as a professor at the 
University of Bielefeld and became a professor at 
the University of Paderborn in 1992. Among his 
board and advisory board memberships were: 
Vice-Chairman, later Chairman of the University Rectors’ Conference 
of North Rhine-Westphalia, Member of the German Rector’s Con-
ference, Chairman of the board of trustees of the Chinese-German 
Faculty at Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Co-founder 
and Chairman of the Stiftung Studienfonds Ostwestfalen-Lippe, and 
Member of the Advisory Board TechnologiePark-Paderborn GmbH.

Oana Popescu is Director and Founder of Glo-
bal Focus Centre (GFC), a foreign policy and stra-
tegic analysis think tank in Romania. Current GFC 
programs cover geopolitics and hard security 
(with a focus on Eastern Europe, Russia, the Mid-
dle East, terrorism, migration), as well as politics 
and soft security (ideological and religious radi-
calisation, propaganda, information war, global 
shifts). GFC also runs a comprehensive database 

of Romanian democratic transition expertise (primarily centred on 
good governance) to share with states currently undergoing similar 
processes, through Romania’s development assistance. Oana Popescu 
is an international political and foreign policy consultant and analyst, 
lecturer, writer and media commentator. She also serves as Senior Edi-
tor of Foreign Policy Magazine Romania. Formerly, she was Foreign Af-
fairs Advisor to the President of the Romanian Senate, Program Direc-
tor of the Aspen Institute Romania and a long-time journalist working 
in Romania, the EU, U.S., Afghanistan, MENA, Western Balkans etc. She 
specialised in democratisation, emerging threats and post-conflict re-
construction at Yale University as a Fulbright grantee, in international 
leadership at Harvard KSG and in terrorism studies at St Andrew’s.

Jana Puglierin is head of the Alfred von Oppen-
heim Center for European Policy Studies at the 
German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP). The 
Oppenheim Center seeks to provide new ideas 
for the continued development of EU foreign 
policy and to give recommendations for Ger-
many’s policies on Europe. In her work Puglierin 
focusses on European foreign policy, security 
policy, and defense policy as well as Germany’s 

role in Europe. Prior to this she was a program officer at the DGAP’s 
Future Forum Berlin, temporarily heading the program from October 
2013 until August 2014. Before joining DGAP she was an Advisor on dis- 
armament, arms control, and non-proliferation at the German Bundestag, 
where she also worked on matters relating to German and European 
foreign and security policy. Between 2003 and 2011 she was a research 
assistant to the chair of political science and contemporary history as 
well as in the program for North American studies at the University of 
Bonn, held a teaching post at the University of Chemnitz, and worked 
as a researcher at DGAP. She was also an associate at Stiftung Neue  
Verantwortung, Berlin from October 2010 until October 2011. Puglierin 
studied political science, international and European law, and sociology 
at the University of Bonn and at Venice International University. In 2007 
she has been awarded a DAAD Scholarship for Ph.D. Candidates to con-
duct research at the University of Albany, State University of New York. 
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Gerry Salole was appointed Chief Executive of 
the European Foundation Centre (EFC) in 2005. 
The EFC is an association of over 230 public-
benefit foundations and corporate funders ac-
tive in philanthropy in Europe and elsewhere. 
His previous posts have included serving as 
representative of the Ford Foundation’s South-
ern Africa office, based in Johannesburg, and di-
rector of the Department of Programme Docu-

mentation and Communication of the Bernard van Leer Foundation, 
based in The Hague. He has also worked for Save the Children Fed-
eration (U.S.) in Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, and Redd Barna (Norwegian 
Save the Children) and OXFAM UK and UNHCR in Ethiopia. He was the 
founding Chair of TrustAfrica, an independent private foundation set 
up in Dakar, Senegal, in 2006 to promote peace, economic prosperity, 
and social justice throughout the continent. Gerry Salole is a social an-
thropologist and development worker. He studied Social Anthropol-
ogy and African History at the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London. He holds an M.A. and Ph.D. from the University 
of Manchester.

Eberhard Sandschneider is Professor for Chi-
nese Politics and International Relations at the 
Otto-Suhr-Institut of the Freie Universität Ber-
lin. He has been Otto-Wolff-Director of the Re-
search Institute of the German Council on For-
eign Relations from 2003 to 2016. He graduated 
from the Saar University, Saarbrücken in 1981 in 
English Language and Literature, Latin, History, 
and Political Science. In 1986, he received his 

Ph.D. in Political Science at the Saar University with a thesis on The 
Political Role of the People’s Liberation Army after the Cultural Revo-
lution. He finished his habilitation on Stability and Transformation of 
Political Systems in November 1993. He held a position as Professor of 
International Relations between 1995 and 1998 in Mainz, before ac-
cepting a chair at the Freie Universität Berlin in 1998. Between March 
2001 and March 2003, he served as Dean of the Faculty for Political 
and Social Sciences at the Freie Universität Berlin. 

Samir Saran is Senior Fellow and Vice Presi-
dent at the Observer Research Foundation. An 
electrical engineer by training, he holds an M.Sc. 
in Media Studies from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. He is the Chair 
of Cyfy 2015, an annual property that is India’s 
premiere international event on cyber security 
and cyber governance and is also the editor of 
the CyFy journal. Samir is an international fellow 
of the International Cyber Policy Centre at the Australian Strategic 
Policy Institute; a fellow at the Cambridge Sustainability Programme 
and Co-Chair of a yearlong Road to Paris Track-II Initiative on Climate 
Change. He is also the Indian Chair for the Civil BRICS Initiative, the 
Indian representative for the BRICS Think Tanks Council, and one of 
the co-authors of the first authoritative vision document for the BRICS, 
commissioned by the Government of India. Mr. Saran is a prolific writ-
er and authors frequent columns in newspapers such as the Global 
Times, Times of India, The Indian Express, The Hindu and Mail Today. His 
academic writings have also featured in some of the leading Indian 
and international journals. Mr. Saran also has a rich and diverse experi-
ence with the Indian private sector and was actively engaged with 
regulators and policy makers during the 1990s as India undertook 
economic reforms. He joined Reliance Industries, India’s largest busi-
ness conglomerate, as part of the business development team, before 
serving on its regulatory and corporate affairs team, and eventually as 
Vice President. 

Gabi Schlag is Teaching and Research Associate 
at the Helmut Schmidt University/University of 
the Federal Armed Forces in Hamburg. She holds 
a Ph.D. from the Goethe University Frankfurt and 
has a Master in Political Science, Sociology and Art 
History. She was a visiting scholar at the American 
University/Washington, D.C. and worked at the 
Universities of Frankfurt, Magdeburg and Bremen. 
She is the co-speaker of a research network on 
Visuality and Global Politics that is sponsored by the German Science 
Community. Her research and teaching interests include International 
Political Theory, critical security studies and visual culture in IR. Her most 
recent works focus on the re-constitution of NATO, visual securitization 
and interpretative methodologies. She has co-edited a volume on the 
Transformation of Security Studies (2016) and is currently writing a book 
about images and violence in global politics. 
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Wolfgang Schmidt is State Secretary, Plenipo-
tentiary of the Free and Hanseatic City of Ham-
burg to the Federation, the European Union and 
for Foreign Affairs and Member of the European 
Committee of the Regions (CoR). Wolfgang 
Schmidt, born 1970, was appointed State Secre-
tary to the Senate Chancellery, Plenipotentiary 
to the Federal Government, to the European 
Union and for Foreign Affairs in March 2011. 

Prior to his appointment he was Director of the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) in Germany. Before that he was Chief of Cabinet 
of the German Minister for Labour and Social Affairs and Head of the 
Ministry’s Policy Planning Unit, worked at the Headquarters of the 
Social Democratic Party (SPD) as Chief of Staff for the Secretary Gen-
eral and served as Chief of Staff for the Chief Whip of the SPD in the 
German Parliament (Bundestag). Wolfgang Schmidt studied Law in 
Hamburg and Bilbao/Spain, graduating in 1998 with the first State 
Exam in Law. Afterwards he worked three years as a research assistant 
at the University of Hamburg, Faculty of Law. In 2002 he passed the 
second State Exam. Until 2004 he served on various positions within 
the youth organization of the SPD, being a member of the National 
Board, Vice President of the International Union of Socialist Youth and 
member of the Bureau of the European Community Organization of 
Socialist Youth.

András Siebold is the Artistic Director of the 
Kampnagel International Summer Festival. Prior 
to that, he was Head of Dramaturgy at Kamp-
nagel Hamburg. From 2003 to 2007, he worked 
as a dramaturg at the Berlin State Opera and in 
the same function at the Theater Basel for two 
years. He studied Philosophy, Music, and Cultural 
Sciences. He also worked for the artist Robert 
Wilson and two years for the contemporary art 

gallery Nordenhake in Berlin.

Brendan Simms is Professor of the History of In-
ternational Relations in the Department of Poli-
tics and International Studies at the University 
of Cambridge. Simms studied at Trinity College 
Dublin, where he was elected a scholar in history 
in 1986, before completing his doctoral disserta-
tion, Anglo-Prussian relations, 1804-1806: The Na-
poleonic Threat, at Cambridge in 1993. A Fellow 
of Peterhouse, he lectures and leads seminars 
on international history since 1945. Simms’s research focuses on the 
history of European foreign policy. He has written a variety of books 
and articles on this subject, including Unfinest Hour: Britain and the De-
struction of Bosnia (2001) and Three Victories and a Defeat: The Rise and 
Fall of the First British Empire, 1714-1783 (2007). His overarching book, 
Europe: The Struggle for Supremacy, 1453 to the Present (2013), was favo-
rably reviewed by The Telegraph and the New Statesman. In addition 
to his academic work, he also serves as the president of The Henry 
Jackson Society, which advocates the view that supporting and pro-
moting liberal democracy and liberal interventionism should be an 
integral part of Western foreign policy. He is President of the Project 
for Democratic Union, a Munich-based student-organised think tank.

Sascha Suhrke is Program Director Politics and 
Society at the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd 
Bucerius. He has a Master in Philosophy from 
the University of Hamburg and has been work-
ing for the ZEIT-Stiftung in various positions 
since 2006. He is responsible for the Governance 
Programs of the ZEIT-Stiftung, i.e. the Bucerius 
Summer School on Global Governance and 
the Asian Forum on Global Governance. He also 
serves as the Chair of the Grantmakers East Forum at the European 
Foundation Centre.
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Ashraf Swelam is an Egyptian diplomat and the 
Director of the Cairo Center for Conflict Resolu-
tion and Peacekeeping in Africa. Before joining 
the Center, he served as Lead Counsel to the 
Constitutional Committee that drafted the new 
Egyptian Constitution. On leave from the Egyp-
tian Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 2008 to 2013, 
Swelam was Senior Policy Advisor to presiden-
tial candidate Amre Moussa (2011-2012). He was 

the editor and lead author of the candidate’s presidential platform. He 
also held senior leadership positions with key business NGOs in Egypt, 
including serving as Senior Advisor to the Chairman of the Egyptian 
National Competitiveness Council (2012) and as Director General of 
Egypt’s International Economic Forum (2009-2011). Swelam’s early as-
signments at the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (EMFA) focused 
on international political and economic issues, including advising 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs on Egyptian-American relations (2005-
2007), serving as a political and economic officer with the Egyptian 
Embassy in Washington, D.C. (2000-2004), and serving in the econom-
ic and international cooperation departments of the EMFA. Swelam 
is a graduate of the Faculty of Economics and Political Sciences at 
Cairo University. He holds an LLM in International Economic Law from 
Warwick University (1999). Swelam is a Yale World Fellow (2007) and a 
Munich Young Leader (2012). He is a visiting lecturer of Foreign Policy 
at the American University of Cairo. He writes op-eds for Egyptian and 
international journals and newspapers, most notably the Financial 
Times (UK), Global Policy Journal (UK), the Yale Journal for International 
Affairs (US), DIE ZEIT (Germany), and Süddeutsche Zeitung (Germany).

Shashi Tharoor is a member of the Indian Parlia-
ment from the Thiruananthapuram (Trivandrum) 
constituency in Kerala representing the Indian 
National Congress party. He chairs the Parlia-
ment’s External Affairs Committee. Earlier he was 
Minister of State for Human Resource Develop-
ment (2012-2014) as well as Minister of State for 
External Affairs (2009-2010) in the Government of 
India. He also served as the UN Under-Secretary 

General for Communications and Public Information under Kofi Annan 
as Secretary General. He served on the boards of many international 
think tanks, NGOs, and educational institutions. He is a bestselling au-
thor of fifteen previous books, both fiction and non-fiction, including 
the path-breaking satire The Great Indian Novel (1989), the classic India: 
From Midnight to the Millennium (1997), the visionary Pax Indica: India 
and the World of the 21st Century (2012), and most recently India Shastra: 
Reflections on the Nation in our Time, besides being a noted critic and 
columnist.

Dmitri Trenin is the Director of the Carnegie 
Moscow Center. He has been with the Center 
since its inception in 1994. He also chairs the Re-
search Council and the Foreign and Security Pol-
icy Program. Mr. Trenin retired from the Russian 
Army in 1993. From 1993 to 1997, he held a post 
as a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Eu-
rope in Moscow. In 1993, Mr. Trenin was a Senior 
Research Fellow at the NATO Defense College in 
Rome. He served in the Soviet and Russian armed forces from 1972 to 
1993, including experience working as a liaison officer in the external 
relations branch of the Group of Soviet Forces (stationed in Potsdam) 
and as a staff member of the delegation to the U.S.-Soviet nuclear arms 
talks in Geneva from 1985 to 1991. He also taught at the War Stud-
ies Department of the Military Institute from 1986 to 1993. Trenin is a 
member of the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London; 
of the Russian International Affairs Council; and of the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Military Science. He serves on the International Advisory 
Board of the Finnish Institute for International Affairs and is a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Moscow School of Political Studies.

Jürgen Trittin has been a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs in the German Bun-
destag since 2014. As a deputy member, he 
also serves on the Committee on the Affairs of 
the European Union and the Committee on 
Economic Affairs and Energy. Moreover, he is a 
member of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. 
In 2015 and 2016 he co-chaired the Commis-
sion on the financing of the nuclear phase-out 
in Germany. Until 2013, he was Chairman of the Parliamentary Group 
Alliance 90/The Greens in the German Parliament. From 2005 to 2009, 
Jürgen Trittin served as Vice-Chairman of the Parliamentary Group 
Alliance 90/The Greens in the German Parliament, in charge of For-
eign, Security and European Policy. He holds an M.A. in Social Sciences 
from the Universität Göttingen, Germany, and worked as a research 
associate, press spokesman of Alliance 90/The Greens in the Regional 
State Parliament of Lower Saxony and as a freelance journalist. After 
having won a seat in the Regional State Parliament of Lower Saxony 
in 1985, Trittin was Minister for Federal and European Affairs in the 
Regional State of Lower Saxony from 1990 to 1994. From 1994 to 1998, 
he served as Spokesman for the National Executive Committee of Al-
liance 90/The Greens. Since 1998, Jürgen Trittin has been a Member 
of the German Parliament. From 1998 to 2005, he was Federal Minister 
for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety.
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Liam Young is Architect and Founder of To-
morrows Thoughts Today in London. Trained as 
an architect in Australia, Liam has worked for a 
number of the world’s leading practices includ-
ing Zaha Hadid Architects and LAB Architecture 
Studio. As technology increasingly became the 
fundamental driver of urban change Liam be-
came frustrated with the slow pace of architec-
ture and escaped the star architect system to 
set up his own urban futures think tank, Tomorrows Thoughts Today, 
which is a collaborative practice, working across science, technology 
and design. He has consulted and conducted workshops on specula-
tion, emerging technologies and future forecasting for firms includ-
ing Arup-Drivers for Change, Phillips Technologies, BBC, the film in-
dustry and various arts and science organisations. He has lectured on 
his work all over the world including institutions such as Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, Berkeley, Harvard, Nieuwe Instituut, Van 
Eyck Academy, Victoria and Albert Museum, London Science Gallery 
and media festivals. Young also writes and coordinates events and 
exhibitions including the multimedia series Thrilling Wonder Stories: 
Speculative Futures for an Alternate Present, was a curator of the 2013 
Lisbon Architecture Triennale.

HHS Viswanathan is distinguished Fellow at the 
Observer Research Foundation in New-Delhi. He 
heads the Africa Studies Program and is also asso-
ciated with the China Studies Program. In addition, 
he coordinates all activities connected with BRICS 
and IBSA. He was a member of the Indian Foreign 
Service for 34 years. He has a long and diverse  
experience in International Relations and Diplo-
macy. His foreign assignments include Belgium, 

Zaire, Czechoslovakia, Germany, China, Italy, Cote d’ Ivoire, USA and Ni-
geria. He was the Head of Mission (Ambassador/High Commissioner) in 
Cote d’Ivoire and Nigeria with concurrent accreditation to Niger, Guinea  
(Conakry), Sierra Leone, Cameroon, Benin, Chad, Equatorial Guinea and 
Sao Tome and Principe. At the Headquarters in the Ministry of External 
Affairs, he has been Deputy Secretary (East Europe) and Joint Secretary 
(Administration). In the U.S., he was Consul General of India in San Fran-
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For further information please contact: 

Sascha Suhrke
Phone: +49 40 41336717
Email: suhrke@zeit-stiftung.de

ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius
Feldbrunnenstrasse 56
20148 Hamburg/Germany
Fax: +49 40 41336740

www.bucerius-summer-school.com

During the conference please contact:

The Bucerius Summer School Conference Office
Hotel Le Méridien
An der Alster 52-56
20099 Hamburg/Germany
Phone: +49 40 21002146 and 1155
Cell Phone: +49 15208668693
Fax: +49 40 21001160 
Email: suhrke@zeit-stiftung.de

The Bucerius Summer School on Global Governance is a project 
of the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius in cooperation 
with the Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung.


